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At a glance
Collectively, Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo, Kanuri, and 
Nigerian Pidgin reach a very large share of Nigeria's 
electorate, including both first- and 
second-language speakers. Yet these languages 
remain low-resource in the 
natural-language-processing sense, meaning there 
is comparatively limited labelled text, audio, and 
safety data for training content-moderation systems. 
Production capabilities are closing the gap with 
English faster than detection capabilities are. Global 
Voices Advox reported in April 2026 that around 
98% of African languages are effectively invisible to 
AI content-moderation systems, with meaningful 
coverage of fewer than 20 African languages. The 
2027 electoral cycle will therefore test whether 
platforms and Nigerian regulators can respond to 
political harms in the languages voters use.

THE CASE IN THREE NUMBERS

Large share
Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo, 
Kanuri & Nigerian Pidgin
High-exposure election 
languages

<20
African languages handled 
by AI moderation

~525
Indigenous languages 
in Nigeria
Most linguistically diverse 
in Africa

Out of ~2,000 (Global 
Voices, 2026)
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The problem1

Nigeria has between 520 and 530 indigenous 
languages, cutting across three major language 
families: Niger-Congo, Afro-Asiatic, and 
Nilo-Saharan. Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo, Kanuri, and 
Nigerian Pidgin collectively reach a very large 
share of voters across first- and second-language 
use. Because the exact reach depends on how 
second-language speakers are counted, this brief 
avoids using a single unsupported 
speaker-population figure and focuses instead on 
the operational fact: these are high-exposure 
election languages with comparatively 
low-resource AI safety coverage.
The asymmetry follows directly. Production-side AI 
tools - voice synthesis, text generation, dubbing, 
and AI-character video - can now handle major 
Nigerian languages credibly enough for fraud, 
persuasion, and political manipulation. The 

NaijaVoices dataset, for example, reports 1,838.54 
hours of recordings from 5,455 speakers across 
Hausa, Igbo, and Yoruba. Awarri's Nigerian 
indigenous-language LLM also points to a growing 
production ecosystem. The barriers to creating 
Nigerian-language synthetic political content are 
falling faster than the barriers to detecting it.
Detection-side capabilities have not kept pace. 
Content-moderation systems on the major 
platforms are still strongest in English and other 
high-resource languages. Global Voices Advox 
reported in April 2026 that around 98% of African 
languages are effectively invisible to AI 
content-moderation systems, with meaningful 
coverage of fewer than 20 African languages. This 
should be read as a civil-society assessment of 
practical moderation visibility, not as a 
platform-disclosed technical audit.

The asymmetry is structural

Two categories of evidence matter for 2027: 
observed harms and credible threat scenarios. 
They should be treated separately.

• Observed harm - Indigenous-language 
financial fraud (2025): Dubawa 
documented sponsored videos featuring 
AI-animated characters speaking Yoruba 
and Hausa that promised money, easy 
loans, or government support. One cluster 
mimicked Opay branding, and some TikTok 
users reportedly shared sensitive account 
details in response. This is not an election 
case, but it shows that Nigerian-language 
AI content is already operational at scale 

and that manual review may be needed to 
identify deception.

• Threat scenario - Multilingual narrative 
attacks: Digital-rights advocate Wale 
Bakare has warned that AI swarms could 
disseminate regionally tailored 
disinformation simultaneously, with 
Hausa-language content stoking tension in 
Kaduna while Yoruba-language content 
fuels unrest in Ibadan. This is a forecast 
scenario, not proof of an observed Nigerian 
election-interference operation, but it is 
technically plausible given the tools now 
available.

The threat is already operational

"Swahili hate speech goes undetected. Moderation gaps in low-resource languages such as Hausa. 
Local language posts are misclassified by systems trained primarily on English."  
 
Global Voices Advox (2026)



POLICY BRIEF C - Closing the Indigenous-Language Detection Gap 5

Production capabilities are closing the gap with English faster than detection capabilities are - and the 
most consequential 2027 content may circulate in Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo, Kanuri, and Nigerian Pidgin, 
the languages platforms are least prepared to monitor.

If efforts to combat disinformation ahead of 
the 2027 elections are led by 
English-language fact-checkers operating 
on platforms that lack the capacity to 
moderate content in relevant local 
languages, the verification ecosystem risks 

measuring the wrong universe of content. 
Closing the indigenous-language gap is not 
an inclusion question. It is the question of 
whether the misinformation we know about 
is the misinformation that moves Nigerian 
voters.

The implications for verification
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What we recommend2

Five coordinated actions, three for platforms and two for Nigerian regulators. They are 
presented in the sequence in which they would need to be initiated to be in place before the 
November 2026 peak window.

S/N Owner Action Specifications Feasibility 

C1 Platforms Election-period 
indigenous-
language surge 
review capacity 

Establish surge review capacity for 
Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo, Nigerian Pidgin, 
and Kanuri, focused on political 
advertising, viral election claims, 
manipulated media, hate speech, and 
coordinated inauthentic behaviour. 

Immediate 
planning; peak-
window 
deployment 

C2 Platforms Content 
Credentials 
adoption for 
political 
advertising 

Adopt C2PA Content Credentials (or 
platform-specific equivalents such as 
Google's SynthID and TikTok's auto-
labels) on all political advertising 
regardless of language, with 
disclosed labelling visible to end 
users in the original language of the 
ad. 

3 months 

C3 Platforms Accredited-
partner expedited 
review 

Recognise accredited Nigerian fact-
checking partners for indigenous-
language election content, using a 
standard evidence template: URL, 
screenshot, language, translation, 
claim summary, risk level, and 
recommended action. 

Immediate if 
partner 
standards are 
agreed 

C4 NCC / 
NITDA 

Election-Period 
Code of Practice 

Jointly issue an Election-Period Code 
of Practice using each regulator's 
existing mandate, framed as 
compliance guidance, platform-risk 
reporting, and data-protection 
obligations where appropriate. 

Requires 
regulatory 
action 

C5 NDPC Pre-cycle audit of 
indigenous-
language data 
practices 

Audit whether indigenous-language 
users receive equivalent privacy 
notices, appeal pathways, data-
processing transparency, and 
redress mechanisms as English-
language users. 

6 months 

 



For C1 (dedicated moderation capacity), 'proportional sizing' should be calibrated 
against documented user-based data, not estimated speaker populations. The 
following indicative scale should be the floor:

The intent of these specifications is operational, not symbolic. Indigenous-language 
moderation that exists only on paper through generic 'global multilingual capabilities' 
that have never been validated against Nigerian content is part of the problem this 
brief is trying to solve.
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Scale and coverage
expectations

3

Language Primary platform 
exposure Minimum expected capacity 

Hausa Facebook, 
WhatsApp, TikTok; 
significant on 
Facebook Hausa-
language groups 

Dedicated Hausa-language human 
review at relevant platforms; Hausa-
language automated detection layer; 
partnership with BBC Hausa and FRCN 
Hausa Service for context. 

Yoruba Facebook, TikTok, 
X, WhatsApp 

Dedicated Yoruba-language human 
review at relevant platforms; tonal-
language detection layer (Yoruba is a 
tonal language and standard NLP often 
loses meaning when diacritics are 
stripped). 

Igbo WhatsApp (highly 
significant), 
Facebook, X 

Dedicated Igbo-language human 
review at relevant platforms; 
WhatsApp-channel attention given 
prior 'Shadow Network' findings. 

Pidgin (Nigerian) All platforms, 
dominant in South-
South and lingua 
franca in North-
Central 

Pidgin is widely under-classified as English 
by automated systems and so passes 
through filters without review. Explicit 
Pidgin handling required. 

Kanuri WhatsApp, 
community-
specific Facebook 
groups 

Minimum: contracted external reviewer 
pool with Kanuri capability; recognise that 
this is the deepest 'data void' state-level 
case and prioritise for the Borno hotspot 
zone. 
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Why this is commercially
rational for platforms

4

Two arguments commonly raised against dedicated 
indigenous-language investment are cost and demand. 
Both are weaker than they appear.

Nigerian platform audiences are no longer marginal in 
commercial terms. DataReportal's Digital 2026 Nigeria 
report estimated 47.8 million social media user identities 
overall in October 2025. Its platform 
advertising-audience figures placed Facebook at about 
38.0 million users in late 2025 and TikTok at about 47.8 
million ad-reachable users aged 18+, with TikTok ad 
reach growing by 43.4%. These figures should not be 
treated as identical to total active users, but they show 
that Nigerian content governance is a material market 
issue for major platforms.

Cost

The 2025 social media data show Nigerian users aged 
16+ now use an average of 7.09 platforms monthly, up 
from 5.0 in 2024. Multi-homing means that platform 
reputation is increasingly comparative: when a 
high-profile failure occurs on one platform, users 
migrate or hedge to others. Platforms that demonstrate 
visibly competent indigenous-language moderation 
during 2027 will retain trust differentially against those 
that do not.

Demand

Nigeria's AI and platform-governance framework is being 
built in real time. The National AI Commission 
(Establishment) Bill 2025, the Nigeria Digital Sovereignty 
and Fair Data Compensation Bill 2025, the Nigeria Data 
Protection Act 2023, and pending updates to platform 
codes of practice all signal a direction of travel: greater 
expectations around AI transparency, election-period 
risk management, data-protection compliance, and 
platform accountability. The July 2024 FCCPC final 
order against Meta and WhatsApp set the penalty at 
US$220 million, underscoring that Nigerian regulators 
are prepared to act at material scale when consumer, 
competition, or data-protection concerns are involved.

The legal
trajectory
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Specific asks and
proposed engagement

5

Of Meta 
(Facebook, 
Instagram, 
WhatsApp)

1. Establish election-period surge review capacity for Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo, Nigerian Pidgin, and Kanuri, 
focused on political advertising, viral election claims, manipulated media, hate speech, and 
coordinated inauthentic behaviour. Disclose the scope of this surge capacity in aggregate rather than 
publishing sensitive operational details.

2. Extend accelerated-review pathways to accredited Nigerian fact-checking partners for 
indigenous-language content. Accreditation should depend on a standard evidence template covering 
URL, screenshot, language, translation, claim summary, risk level, and recommended action.

3. Provide a documented WhatsApp escalation pathway for high-severity claims that cannot be 
addressed through platform moderation alone.

Of NCC, 
NITDA, and 
NDPC

1. Jointly issue an Election-Period Code of Practice using each regulator's existing statutory mandate, 
and where necessary, frame it as enforceable compliance guidance, platform-risk reporting, and 
data-protection obligations.

2. Coordinate a pre-cycle audit focused on whether indigenous-language users receive equivalent 
privacy notices, appeal pathways, data-processing transparency, and redress mechanisms as 
English-language users. The audit should not require disclosure of proprietary model details beyond 
what is necessary for statutory compliance.

3. Establish a named regulatory point of contact for civil-society partners (the NFC and the consortium) 
for the peak window.

Of Google 
(YouTube, 
Search) and 
TikTok

1. Adopt and disclose Content Credentials labelling (SynthID or C2PA-equivalent) on all political advertising 
regardless of language.

2. Provide expedited synthetic-content review for accredited Nigerian fact-checkers during the peak window.
3. Publish weekly transparency reports on indigenous-language enforcement actions in Nigeria for the 

duration of the peak window.

Of X 1. Restore or maintain civic-integrity capacity sufficient to handle Nigerian-language 
political content during the peak window.

2. Provide accredited-reporter API access to NFC members for indigenous-language 
election content.

Engagement offer
The consortium proposes a single co-convened 
technical workshop between platforms, NFC 
member organisations, NCC, NITDA, and NDPC in 
Q3 2026, focused specifically on translating the 
recommendations in this brief into operational 
protocols. The workshop is offered as a shared 
problem-solving forum, not an adversarial 
process. The shared interest is in not entering 
2027 with platforms, regulators, and civil society 
reporting different versions of the same crisis.

CONTACT

Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative (BBYDI), 
14 Station Road, City of Refuge, GRA, Ilorin, Kwara State. 

Lead contact: 
Olufade Halimat 

brainbuilderedu@gmail.com | +234 806 358 9052. 

Technical partner: 
FactCheck Africa — factcheckafrica.net.
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