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Rank Country
2019 African Index 

Score (0-100)
Population in 2019

Income Group in 
2019

1 Cape Verde 64.0782 560349 LMIC
2 Ghana 61.1927 30096970 LMIC
3 Senegal 56.9571 16743859 LIC
4 Cote d'Ivoire 55.58513 25531083 LMIC
5 Burkina Faso 53.48157 20321560 LIC
6 Togo 52.68739 8186384 LIC
7 The Gambia 51.91246 2228075 LIC
8 Mali 51.74919 19689140 LIC
9 Benin 51.52299 11801595 LIC
10 Niger 50.33098 23176691 LIC
11 Sierra Leone 49.74743 7883123 LIC
12 Guinea 49.35823 13398180 LIC
13 Liberia 48.03062 4977720 LIC
14 Nigeria 47.06686 200962417 LMIC
15 Guinea-Bissau 45.48447 1953723 LIC

Nigeria who as a member state and arguably 
the GIANT OF AFRICA should be given 
kudos for its efforts in trying to achieve these 
goals. However, there have been a lot of 
setbacks, and an assessment on their previous 
performances would be helpful in identifying 
the way forward.
The United Nations in its verge to monitor the 
progress of SDGs in all countries, released the 
2019 Africa Index Ranking. The Ranking pres-
ents a scientific picture of Africa and SDGs, 
with cumulative indicators measuring the prog-
ress of each goal.
The table and the chart below are the extracts 
from the ranking to monitor the progress of 
SDGs in Nigeria, comparing to its West African 
neighbors. 

Although it has been widely argued how wel-
farism cannot be quantified, however, every 
government owes it to its citizens the responsi-
bility to achieve a general substantial standard 
of living in the economy. Having identified the 
wide gap of development disparity between 
developed economies and growing economies, 
the UNO with its 148 member states decided to 
come together to achieve Sustainable Develop-
ment across all countries by setting 17 Goals. 
These Goals which range from achieving zero 
hunger, no poverty to ensuring life under water 
was set to be substantially achieved all over the 
world. So far, a large amount of countries have 
achieved these goals at an encouraging rate, 
while others are lagging behind, others progress 
cannot even be monitored as a result of no data. 
Unfortunately, Africa falls a victim.

Source: Source: Extract from Africa Index Score.

www.AfricaSDGindex.org

A Table Showing All West African Countries and Their Ranks.
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AN OVERVIEW OF THE PROGRESS OF
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS IN NIGERIA
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A Chart of Africa Index Score (0-100) for West African 
Countries

Cape Verde Ghana Senegal Cote d'Ivoire
Burkina Faso Togo The Gambia Mali
Benin Niger Sierra Leone Guinea
Liberia Nigeria Guinea-Bissau

It is obvious from facts that the country is only 
interested in creation of just wealth and not 
doing much in circulating this wealth for sus-
tainable development in the country. Political 
analysts have identified poor governance, cor-
ruption, lack of accountability as major causes 
of these flaws. Poor sensitization of the Nigeri-
an populace is also a major reason in the actual-
ization of these goals. It is sad to see the poor 
rank of the country, and only having 10 more 
years to the expected completion of these goals 
in all countries.
A further critical analysis on the indicators used 
to determine the performance on each goals can 
also be helpful to see areas where improve-
ments are needed. For the sake of this report, 
only 3 indicators will be assessed: poverty, 
child mortality rate, and level of infrastructure.

From the Fig. 2.0, Nigeria is ranked 14th out of 
the 15 West African countries, as also highlight-
ed in the graph above. From the 2019 Africa 
Index Score, Nigeria is identified as a lower 
middle income country and monetarily better 
than the majority of the West African countries 
which are lower income countries. As high-
lighted in the table above, Nigeria the most 
populated country in West Africa with a popu-
lation of over 200 million, is expected to have 
enough labour power to enforce and actualize 
these goals in her country. As a matter of fact, 
the population of Nigeria is more than the other 
West African countries combined, makes it so 
sad to see Nigeria in the least of countries in the 
rank. From the table, only 10 countries out of 
the 15 countries have above the threshold of 50 
which indicates that Nigeria is really behind in 
actualizing these goals in her country.
14th out of 15 countries in west Africa, 43rd 
out of 55 countries in Africa is a poor rank for a 
country who is one of the fastest growing econ-
omies in Africa, with also the most populous 
country in Africa.

Fig. 2.0

2



Population in 2019
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From the chart 1 above, the sky rocket population of Nigeria can be noticed. As a matter of fact, Nigeria’s 
population is more than the combined population of the other West African countries.
It is sad that Nigeria as the second highest population of people living below poverty line as noticed in 
chart 2. About 43 percent to specific lives below the poverty line. Therefore, we can conclude that about 
86 million Nigerians live in absolute poverty.

The line chart above indicates that Nigeria experiences slightly over 800 child deaths out of every 
100,000 births. This is so bad for a country like Nigeria, and only Sierra Leone have a higher mortality 
rate.
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From the rank of the standard of infrastructure in West African countries as highlighted in the chart 
above, Nigeria rates below 50 percent. The 2017 data taken shows that the basic infrastructure in Nigeria 
are either not enough or not standard. It can be seen that more than 5 West African countries have a better 
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