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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Heeding the Clarion Call: 
The Youth and Sustainable 
Development
On the 27th of February 2020, the first case of the 

COVID-19 was announced in Nigeria, effectively waking up 

millions to the pandemic’s reality. This was a crucial time for 

youths to rise up in support for humanity. Indeed, the clarion 

call was answered. With Nigeria and the rest of the world 

battling the spread of COVID-19, another threat had slowly 

risen in days following the announcement of the first case. 

This is the threat of misinformation. 

Misinformation, as indicated in other countries can be disas-

trous to the global fight against the pandemic. Hence, the 

convergence of youths of varying professional backgrounds 

from BBYDI and beyond to launch Know COVID-19 served 

as a step in the right direction towards combatting the 

spread of misinformation and essentially flattening the 

curve. This has showcased the commitment of youths to 

sustainable development.

With the world undergoing remarkable changes, resulting 

in the rise of remote working, we have been able to adapt to 

this novel scenario as well. Working from home has not 

diminished our fervour. Working from home has not weak-

ened our commitment to SDG goals. If anything, current 

events have showcased our strength in the face of adversi-

ty. We are leaving no man behind in our agitation for sustain-

able development. 

Olasupo, Abideen
Executive Director
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BBI celebrates Easter 
with Christians faith

#HappyEaster2020 
We join the Christian faithful today in the celebration 
of the essence of Christ. We hope that the smiles & 
love that’s being shared from a distance would be 
shared with plenty hugs, handshakes, and kisses 
soon after this is all over. Love and lights!
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BBI celebrates Ramadan 
with Muslim faith

From us to you with love. Ramadan Kareem to all 
Muslim faithful. May all your prayers be accepted. 
Not to forget, the world needs your prayers - may the 
Almighty heal the world of the pandemic currently 
ravaging it. #ramadankareem #RamadanMubarak



Kwara Perception 
Survey on Corona 
Virus Disease 
Outbreak
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The survey form was launched in the second 
quarter, and there is an ongoing analysis of 

the survey results.
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Leading NGO in Kwara state  Brain Builders Interna-
tional made Press Statement on the Resumption of 
Kwara State House of Assembly during the Pandemic 
Ravaging the World

The world had no idea it would be standing on its 
toes months after a cluster of pneumonia cases from 
an unknown virus hit Wuhan, China. It was discov-
ered through initial laboratory findings that the 
disease that would go on to see countries lockdown 
its borders and ports and shut down operations as a 
result of the infectious disease caused by severe respi-
ratory syndrome coronavirus. Covid-19 has since 
spread to about 196 countries and territories in every 
continent and one international conveyance across 
the globe. With the ongoing efforts by different coun-
tries and medical experts to curtail the spread of the 
infection which is almost entirely driven by 

human-to-human transmission, Covid-19 
accounts for over 3 million confirmed cases with 
more than 973,000 recoveries and 228,000 
deaths globally. Brain Builders International 
finds it necessary, and as such, recommends that 
the Kwara State House of Assembly resumes 
plenary sessions – like the National Assembly – 
after taking a short break, following the spread of 
the virus in the country. It is expected that mea-
sures that keep individuals safe at this trying 
period would be complied with during plenary. 
Such measures as well known, include social 
distancing, hand washing, use of face masks and 
hand sanitizers, among others.

The resumption of legislative functions in the 
state would go a long way in supporting the 
government’s effort to limit the spread of the 

infection by deepening accountability and trans-
parency and also protecting socioeconomic and 
political rights of its citizens. However, the 
resumption of legislative duties in the state 
should it happen, would be coming at a time 
when the number of Covid-19 cases is taking an 
upward spiral, with threats to life and economic 
stability. 11 cases have since been confirmed in 
Kwara with 2 recovery cases and no death case 
as of May 1st.
In the hope that the state’s House of Assembly 
resumes legislative activities after the compulso-
ry break, Brain Builders International recom-
mends the following for a better legislative 
response to the pandemic currently ravaging the 
world, especially as it pertains to the State of 
Harmony.

19

COVID-19: BBI Advises 
Kwara Assembly To 
Resume, Embrace 
e-legislature
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E-legislature: Considering that the Assembly 
had to take a compulsory break that crippled 
activities of the legislative house due to the coro-
navirus pandemic, it is imperative that the House 
considers operating on platforms that would 
ensure members of the Assembly work remotely 
in the event of cases like Covid-19 that would 
lead to a abrupt suspension of committee meet-
ings, public hearings, among other legislative 
activities. The need to train legislators and other 
staff of the House of Assembly on a system that 
allows ease of working remotely cannot be over-
emphasised at a time like this, as it ensures time 
isn’t wasted with a high level of efficiency 
achieved.
Legislative Scrutiny of Executive Actions on 
Covid-19: It is important to appreciate the leader-
ship of Kwara state for its promptness and alert-
ness in taking decisive actions at a time like this, 

as it shows the extent at which the state govern-
ment values its citizens. However, it is of need 
that the House mandates its committees to 
review all executive actions taken during the 
recess, especially as it concerns the distribution 
of palliatives to indigent Kwarans and other 
proactive measures of funding the management 
of the virus in the state. It would mean well and 
show transparency on the path of the legislature 
if critical stakeholders (Citizens, Civil Society 
Organisations, Media, and Non-profits, among 
others) are engaged too. After this is ensured, 
sharing the report of findings of the exercise will 
definitely go a long way in seeing that the 
citizens trust their representatives to take 
decisions in their interest. 
Increased Budgetary Allocation for Health: As 
much as the weaknesses in the health infrastruc-
tures, facilities, and welfare of health workers in 

our country can be said to be a national issue, 
state governments also have crucial roles to 
play in strengthening the sector at state levels. 
The legislative power play in this regard would 
mean well for the masses, as the House can 
utilise its power of appropriation in increasing 
the budgetary allocation to the health sector 
while ensuring legislative oversights are also 
put in place.
Passing the Freedom of Information Bill (FOI): 
The immediate past assembly worked assiduous-
ly on the Freedom of Information Bill but was 
unable to get the immediate past Governor of 
the State to sign it into law. It is worthy of men-
tion that information is a necessity in order to 
save our country and to help her move towards 
economic and social transformation. The 
relevance of the bill is clear, it gives room for 

also strengthens the democratic structure with 
the end results being creating values. 
This is why we are pleading with the current 
assembly to pass the bill, as we have informa-
tion that the incumbent Governor has sent the 
bill to the current assembly.
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There is no better time than this for the leadership of the Kwara State 
House of Assembly and its honourable members to show that indeed 

they are representing the collective interests of the masses. This 
period requires their responsiveness, transparency, and accountability 
in ensuring that lives are protected with necessary checks and balanc-

es in place. Brain Builders International reiterates its dedication to 
supporting the legislature as we hope to see it fasten its belt and 

stand to the fight against the novel disease through decisive legisla-

Signed.
Olasupo Abideen Opeyemi

Executive Director



BBDYI Celebrate 
Workers on International 
workers day
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BBDYI releases Citizen's 
feedback survey form on 
Gov. Abdulrasaq One 
year in office.
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The survey form was launched in the second 
quarter, and there is an ongoing analysis of 

the survey results.



Brain Builders rebrands its name to 
Brain Builder Youth Development 
Initiative
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The story is that we have moved from where we you used to be to 
where we now want to stay. It’s as much about our growth as it is 

about the value we offer. Now, we are Brain Builders Youth 
Development Initiative.

#ReinventingTheBrand #BBYDI



Launching of the 
organization website on 
the 25th of May



Scaling The Hurdles Of post-COVID-19 Era; 
BBYDI Proposes Way Forward
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Scaling the hurdles of post-COVID-19 era; 
BBYDI proposes way forward.

The impact of the Coronavirus has global 
effects; governments and businesses across the 
world are rethinking their approach to the 
pandemic and also working towards saving 
themselves from an impending global recession. 
Many businesses have shut down due to this 
pandemic while many others have found alterna-
tive means to keep their businesses running.

In Nigeria, some of the most affected businesses 
are Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs). 
There is no doubt about the fact that SMEs are a 

driving force in the economy as they represent a 
substantial part of it. According to a 2017 
survey, there are about 73,000 SMEs in Nigeria – 
a figure that has increased in recent years.

As states navigate their way through this 
pandemic and devise strategies to survive the 
post-COVID-19 era, we appreciate the efforts of 
the Kwara state government who have been 
proactive in their actions since the inception of 
this virus. It is in this spirit of proactivity that we 
at Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative 
are recommending a policy statement that we

 Some of the recommendations include:
1. Revitalization of the agricultural economy 
with focus on livestock and fish farming develop-
ment which have proven to be very profitable.
2. Introduction of a tax-free system to assist 
SMEs in rebuilding their business and recover 
their losses without having to lay off staffs(condi-
tions must be attached).
3. Review of the budgetary allocation to meet 
the needs of the current circumstances and also 
cut government spending on non-essentials(spe-
cial emphasis on reduction of cost of gover-
nance).
4. Restructuring of the public health sector to 
include schemes like training of Primary Health 
care workers, partnership with donor agencies 
to have PHC in all the wards and digitization of 

health records to make it accessible and readily 
available in times of need.
5. Zero interest loan with 6month moratorium to 
SMEs affected by the lockdown to save thou-
sands of jobs and boost their economic perfor-
mance which will lead to the creation of more 
jobs.
6. We also recommend that the Governor sets 
up a 7-man think tank team to review these 
recommendations and chart a way forward to 
rejig the economy and position Kwara state for 
success in the face of an impending global reces-



Part report of Survey on 
Kwara state government
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Brain Builders celebrates 
global day of parents
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Here’s celebrating a working class that gets no particular earnings or 
return for their tiredless efforts in teaching, nurturing, & grooming of 

their children. If the home remains one of the vital units of our society, 
then, the job roles of parents can’t be overemphasized.



Brain Builder celebrates 
Star Volunteers for the 
month of may
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Selflessness is a thing of the heart. Interestingly, it can be an 
art, especially when it’s exhibited with finesse by a creative 
strategist. Thanks for recommitting to another 31 days of 

awesome delivery. We appreciate your commitment to the 
organization! #StarVolunteer
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Youths-Based NGO Calls For Review 
Of Rape Laws In Nigeria 

A youth-based Nigeria non governmental organi-
sation (NGO), Brain Builders Youth Develop-
ment Initiative has called for the review of rape 
laws in Nigeria.
The Organisation in a statement signed by its 
Executive Director, Abideen Olasupo Opeyemi 
decried the multiple rape cases that have been 
occurring in Nigeria.
BBYDI called for a sustained campaign to review 
rape laws in Nigeria.
“This past week has been a horrible experience 
for us. The killing of Tina Ezekwe in Lagos by a 
policeman who was supposed to protect her, 
Uwa Omozuwa was raped and murdered in a 
church in Benin, a 12-year old was raped by 11 
men for 2 months in Jigawa State and Ada, a 
13-year old raped in Enugu State.
“It has been a week characterized by forms of 
violence that have been allowed to fester in our 
society.
News broke out again on the morning of the 3rd 
of June of another case in Ibadan, Oyo State. The 
victim is alleged to have been attacked, raped 

and murdered. We have had enough and this is 
the time to end it.
“We must initiate a sustained campaign to advo-
cate for the review of our laws to impose more 
stringent punishments on offenders. These 
crimes continue to happen because of the failure 
of the criminal justice system to apprehend 
offenders and punish them appropriately. The 
case of the Kogi State Commissioner of Water 
Resources who was alleged to have raped and 
battered Miss Elizabeth Oyeniyi has not been 
resolved since April 2020 when the news broke 
out.
“As we stand in solidarity with the victims of 
these crimes, we must ensure that the crimes do 
not continue to go unchecked. Our laws must 
protect victims and give them a platform to be 
heard without fear of stigmatization. We call on 
CSOs and other well meaning members of the 
society to stand up and use their voice to push 
the government to take drastic actions with 
immediate effect.”
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Scaling the hurdles of post-COVID-19 era; 
BBYDI proposes way forward. 

The impact of the Coronavirus has global 
effects; governments and businesses across the 
world are rethinking their approach to the 
pandemic and also working towards saving 
themselves from an impending global recession. 
Many businesses have shut down due to this 
pandemic while many others have found alterna-
tive means to keep their businesses running.

In Nigeria, some of the most affected businesses 
are Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs). 
There is no doubt about the fact that SMEs are a 

driving force in the economy as they represent a 
substantial part of it. According to a 2017 
survey, there are about 73,000 SMEs in Nigeria – 
a figure that has increased in recent years.
As states navigate their way through this 
pandemic and devise strategies to survive the 
post-COVID-19 era, we appreciate the efforts of 
the Kwara state government who have been 
proactive in their actions since the inception of 
this virus. It is in this spirit of proactivity that we 
at Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative 
are recommending a policy statement that we 
believe will aid the course of achieving sustain-
ability in the state in the post-COVID-29 era.

The document, which has been submitted to the 
state government, contains our comprehensive 
proposition for the government to implement. 
Some of the recommendations include: 
1. Revitalization of the agricultural economy 
with focus on livestock and fish farming develop-
ment which have proven to be very profitable.
2. Introduction of a tax-free system to assist
SMEs in rebuilding their business and recover 
their losses without having to lay off staffs(condi-
tions must be attached). 
3. Review of the budgetary allocation to 
meet the needs of the current circumstances and 
also cut government spending on non-essen-
tials(special emphasis on reduction of cost of 
governance).
4. Restructuring of the public health sector 
to include schemes like training of Primary 

Health care workers, partnership with donor 
agencies to have PHC in all the wards and digiti-
zation of health records to make it accessible 
and readily available in times of need.
5. Zero interest loan with 6month moratori-
um to SMEs affected by the lockdown to save 
thousands of jobs and boost their economic 
performance which will lead to the creation of 
more jobs. 
6. We also recommend that the Governor 
sets up a 7-man think tank team to review these 
recommendations and chart a way forward to 
rejig the economy and position Kwara state for 
success in the face of an impending global reces-
sion.
   

Policy Statement on Post Covid 19 in Kwara
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BBI, Other CSOs Advocate for health insur-
ance activation, price control, salary pay-
ments to ease Covid-19 effect 

to ensure even distribution of those palliative, 
while the committee should be an expanded and 
all inclusive one without taking any political 
actions into it.The BBI also added that, there 
should be a good collaboration between the 
government, farmers and market people to 
make sure the state was not left for starvation. 
This is the time to *emphasized and ***enlight-
ened the citizens of the state on why there is 
need for agricultural development, and should 
start from respective home in the area of subsis-
tence farming while government build up a 
viable master plan for the agricultural sector of 
the state economy. 
The CSOs also give their advise on the area of 
livestock and fishing farming development, 
trade and industry, job creation, tourism, cost of 
governance and some other key recommenda-
tions that will help the state to remain focused 
and determined during and after the Covid-19. 
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The Brain Builders  International (BBI) and some 
other civil society organization in Kwara State 
have advised the Kwara State Governor Alh. 
AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq on the need to 
activate the Health Insurance Scheme of the 
state by kick starting the enrolment of Kwara 
State citizens into the scheme, as now is the best 
time to take the bold step in ensuring healthy 
Kwara, ***and which can be achieved via the 
insurance initiative and the ‘Kwarans’ as well 
will be willing to patronize the scheme as they 
have  all see the reason why health care is very 
important as learnt from Covid-19 experience.

It should be recalled that, the Kwara State Gover-
nor Alh. AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq charges the 
CSOs in the state to come up with action plan 
that can help the state from not been affected by 
the coronavirus infection affecting the global 
community, and in response to the call, the Brain  
Builders International (BBI) together with other 
9 CSOs in Kwara State on May 1st 2020 present-
ed an action plan document to the governor for 
his utmost consideration for the betterment of 
the state as a whole. The CSOs suggested 
arrays of way that the state can toll on to 
achieve a robust economy growth and develop-

ment.
The Brain Builders International (BBI) has before 
now be an advocate of good governance and 
social justice in Kwara State, and has always be 
in the front line of advising the Kwara State 
government in the area of budget presentation 
and implementation, good governance and civic 
education. 
The team of the Civil Society Organizations 
(CSOs) in a letter jointly signed and presented to 
the Kwara State Governor on May 1st 2020, 
advise the government to revisit the lockdown 
policy as the policy is not yet sustainable, and 
may further trigger danger in the state if not 
review*** as quickly as possible. The CSOs 
further advise that, “One of the situations that 
makes life unbearable for citizens is the habitual 

and unchecked hike in the price of food and other 
commodities (in the state). As a result of the 
border closure, wholesalers, retailers, and 
service providers will expected to take such an 
undue advantage to mischievously enrich them-
selves at the detriment of the consumers.”
The CSOs further advise that, the state govern-
ment should ensured prompt payment of sala-
ries to the civil servants of the state as there are 
many dependent hanging on their neck, and 
which indicates that, the social security of Kwara 
State will depend on the prompt payment of 
salaries and ease the flow of capital in the 
market economy of the state. In addition, The 
Brain Builders International (BBI) and others 
suggested that, their should be central coordina-
tion of palliative packages of the government as 
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to ensure even distribution of those palliative, 
while the committee should be an expanded and 
all inclusive one without taking any political 
actions into it.The BBI also added that, there 
should be a good collaboration between the 
government, farmers and market people to 
make sure the state was not left for starvation. 
This is the time to *emphasized and ***enlight-
ened the citizens of the state on why there is 
need for agricultural development, and should 
start from respective home in the area of subsis-
tence farming while government build up a 
viable master plan for the agricultural sector of 
the state economy. 
The CSOs also give their advise on the area of 
livestock and fishing farming development, 
trade and industry, job creation, tourism, cost of 
governance and some other key recommenda-
tions that will help the state to remain focused 
and determined during and after the Covid-19. 

The Brain Builders  International (BBI) and some 
other civil society organization in Kwara State 
have advised the Kwara State Governor Alh. 
AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq on the need to 
activate the Health Insurance Scheme of the 
state by kick starting the enrolment of Kwara 
State citizens into the scheme, as now is the best 
time to take the bold step in ensuring healthy 
Kwara, ***and which can be achieved via the 
insurance initiative and the ‘Kwarans’ as well 
will be willing to patronize the scheme as they 
have  all see the reason why health care is very 
important as learnt from Covid-19 experience.

It should be recalled that, the Kwara State Gover-
nor Alh. AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq charges the 
CSOs in the state to come up with action plan 
that can help the state from not been affected by 
the coronavirus infection affecting the global 
community, and in response to the call, the Brain  
Builders International (BBI) together with other 
9 CSOs in Kwara State on May 1st 2020 present-
ed an action plan document to the governor for 
his utmost consideration for the betterment of 
the state as a whole. The CSOs suggested 
arrays of way that the state can toll on to 
achieve a robust economy growth and develop-

ment.
The Brain Builders International (BBI) has before 
now be an advocate of good governance and 
social justice in Kwara State, and has always be 
in the front line of advising the Kwara State 
government in the area of budget presentation 
and implementation, good governance and civic 
education. 
The team of the Civil Society Organizations 
(CSOs) in a letter jointly signed and presented to 
the Kwara State Governor on May 1st 2020, 
advise the government to revisit the lockdown 
policy as the policy is not yet sustainable, and 
may further trigger danger in the state if not 
review*** as quickly as possible. The CSOs 
further advise that, “One of the situations that 
makes life unbearable for citizens is the habitual 

and unchecked hike in the price of food and other 
commodities (in the state). As a result of the 
border closure, wholesalers, retailers, and 
service providers will expected to take such an 
undue advantage to mischievously enrich them-
selves at the detriment of the consumers.”
The CSOs further advise that, the state govern-
ment should ensured prompt payment of sala-
ries to the civil servants of the state as there are 
many dependent hanging on their neck, and 
which indicates that, the social security of Kwara 
State will depend on the prompt payment of 
salaries and ease the flow of capital in the 
market economy of the state. In addition, The 
Brain Builders International (BBI) and others 
suggested that, their should be central coordina-
tion of palliative packages of the government as 
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CALL FOR ARTICLES & PAPERS
THEME:

YOUTH AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS; AN INDICATOR TO 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Brain Builders International, a non-profit organization that focuses on youth develop-
ment and teaching of global goals hereby call for an original and unpublished 

articles or papers from academic researchers, Civil Society Organizations (CSO), 
stakeholders and individual actors for publication on National Development, youth 
inclusiveness and sustainable development goals as the key indicators of national 

BRAIN BUILDERS INTERNATIONAL 
1ST NATIONAL BRIEF ON YOUTH GROWTH 
& SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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The Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative 
(BBYDI), a Kwara-based non-governmental 
organization has threatened legal action against 
the state government following its uncoopera-
tive stance on providing information regarding 
its fourth quarter budget implementation perfor-
mance.
The BBYDI, empowered by the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act 2011, had in a letter to the Kwara 
State Ministry of Finance and Planning, dated 
February 18, 2020 requested for details on the 
following:
1. Breakdown (line by line) of how 8.889BN was 

spent on the Health Sector during the last quar-
ter of the year.
2. Breakdown of how Governor’s office gulped 
2.451BN.
3. Breakdown of Ministry of Works’ 1.195Bn.
4. Detailed explanation of how Personnel Cost 
(Including the Salaries of Political Office Hold-
ers) in the 3rd quarter was far higher than the 
figure obtained in the Fourth Quarter report 
(taking into cognizance that Political Office hold-
ers such as commissioners and SAs were 
appointed in the fourth quarter of 2019).
5. Detailed explanation of total receipts from 

FAAC in the last quarter (October, November 
and December). From the records available to us 
online, we acknowledged 3.5Bn (Oct), 3.5BN 
(Nov) and 3.2BN (Dec) totaling 10.2BN against 
13.161BN quoted in the report. Kindly clarify.
6. We also observed that nothing was provided 
as regards the spending of the Kwara State 
House of Assembly (Capital and Recurrent 
Expenditure). Could they have been taking loans 
to run the affairs of the House or legislative 
immunity is now effective in Kwara? Kindly 
explain.
7. We would appreciate if explicit responses are 
given to each of these questions above and 
within 7 days as stipulated in the Freedom of 
Information Act 2011. Kindly note that refusal to 
respond is subject to prosecution under law.

Responding to the query on June 5, 2020, the 
ministry in a letter signed by Idowu Oluwatosin 
Opeyemi, on behalf of the Commissioner, 
Oyeyemi Olasumbo Florence, declined the 
NGO’s request, stating that the information it 
sought was protected from disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act. given to each of 
these questions above and within 7 days as 
stipulated in the Freedom of Information Act 
2011. Kindly note that refusal to respond is 
subject to prosecution under law.
Responding to the query on June 5, 2020, the 
ministry in a letter signed by Idowu Oluwatosin 
Opeyemi, on behalf of the Commissioner, 
Oyeyemi Olasumbo Florence, declined the 
NGO’s request, stating that the information it 
sought was protected from disclosure under the 

Kwara govt rejects NGO’s probe into N8bn 
spent on health sector, N2bn on gov’s 
office, others

Freedom of Information Act. 
Reacting, the Abideen Olasupo-led BBYDI, in a letter by its legal team urged the ministry to grant 
its request within 7 working days or face legal action.
The letter read: “We refer to your letter dated 5th June, 2020 with reference No: 
F115/S.65/VOL.T2/44 in response to our to the Ministry, via email dated 18th February, 2020 on the 
above subject. 
“Respectfully, your letter under reference denied our request on the ground that the information we 
requested for are protected from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 2011 (“the Act”), 
without specific reference to any provisions of the Act for which our request was denied, as required 
under section 4(b) of the Act.

“Respectfully, however, after a thorough review of our request and your letter, viz-a-viz the relevant 
provisions of the Act, we state categorically that all the information we had requested for do not fall 
within the information protected from disclosure under the Act.
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“Therefore, we once again appeal to your good offices to grant our 
request as contained in the referenced email, within a period of 7 

working days upon the receipt of this letter.

“TAKE NOTICE that, should the Ministry refuse to grant our request 
despite this appeal, within the above-stipulated ultimatum, we shall 
not hesitate to approach the Federal High Court to seek appropriate 

reliefs against the Ministry, having regards to Sections 2 (6), 20 and 25 
of the Act.”

Signed.
Olasupo Abideen Opeyemi

Executive Director

The Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative 
(BBYDI), a Kwara-based non-governmental 
organization has threatened legal action against 
the state government following its uncoopera-
tive stance on providing information regarding 
its fourth quarter budget implementation perfor-
mance.
The BBYDI, empowered by the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act 2011, had in a letter to the Kwara 
State Ministry of Finance and Planning, dated 
February 18, 2020 requested for details on the 
following:
1. Breakdown (line by line) of how 8.889BN was 

spent on the Health Sector during the last quar-
ter of the year.
2. Breakdown of how Governor’s office gulped 
2.451BN.
3. Breakdown of Ministry of Works’ 1.195Bn.
4. Detailed explanation of how Personnel Cost 
(Including the Salaries of Political Office Hold-
ers) in the 3rd quarter was far higher than the 
figure obtained in the Fourth Quarter report 
(taking into cognizance that Political Office hold-
ers such as commissioners and SAs were 
appointed in the fourth quarter of 2019).
5. Detailed explanation of total receipts from 

FAAC in the last quarter (October, November 
and December). From the records available to us 
online, we acknowledged 3.5Bn (Oct), 3.5BN 
(Nov) and 3.2BN (Dec) totaling 10.2BN against 
13.161BN quoted in the report. Kindly clarify.
6. We also observed that nothing was provided 
as regards the spending of the Kwara State 
House of Assembly (Capital and Recurrent 
Expenditure). Could they have been taking loans 
to run the affairs of the House or legislative 
immunity is now effective in Kwara? Kindly 
explain.
7. We would appreciate if explicit responses are 
given to each of these questions above and 
within 7 days as stipulated in the Freedom of 
Information Act 2011. Kindly note that refusal to 
respond is subject to prosecution under law.

Responding to the query on June 5, 2020, the 
ministry in a letter signed by Idowu Oluwatosin 
Opeyemi, on behalf of the Commissioner, 
Oyeyemi Olasumbo Florence, declined the 
NGO’s request, stating that the information it 
sought was protected from disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act. given to each of 
these questions above and within 7 days as 
stipulated in the Freedom of Information Act 
2011. Kindly note that refusal to respond is 
subject to prosecution under law.
Responding to the query on June 5, 2020, the 
ministry in a letter signed by Idowu Oluwatosin 
Opeyemi, on behalf of the Commissioner, 
Oyeyemi Olasumbo Florence, declined the 
NGO’s request, stating that the information it 
sought was protected from disclosure under the 

Freedom of Information Act. 
Reacting, the Abideen Olasupo-led BBYDI, in a letter by its legal team urged the ministry to grant 
its request within 7 working days or face legal action.
The letter read: “We refer to your letter dated 5th June, 2020 with reference No: 
F115/S.65/VOL.T2/44 in response to our to the Ministry, via email dated 18th February, 2020 on the 
above subject. 
“Respectfully, your letter under reference denied our request on the ground that the information we 
requested for are protected from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 2011 (“the Act”), 
without specific reference to any provisions of the Act for which our request was denied, as required 
under section 4(b) of the Act.

“Respectfully, however, after a thorough review of our request and your letter, viz-a-viz the relevant 
provisions of the Act, we state categorically that all the information we had requested for do not fall 
within the information protected from disclosure under the Act.
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FOI Request: NGO Threatens To 
Sue Kwara Govt Over Refusal To 
Release Documents
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An Ilorin based civil society organization, Brain 
builders Youth Development Initiative have 
threatened to institute legal action against the 
Kwara State ministry of finance over denial of 
information as guaranteed under the Freedom of 
Information law.
Finance ministry’s refusal letter
This much was disclosed through a letter of 
pre-action notice submitted to the ministry virtu-
ally and physically earlier today, a copy of which 
was obtained by Fresh Insight.
The ministry of finance which had through a 
letter dated June 5th, 2020 and signed by Idowu 
Oluwatosin Opeyemi on behalf of the Commis-
sioner had premised its refusal of the informa-
tion request on the guise that the requested 
information is protected from disclosure under 
the FOI act.
Disagreeing with the refusal however, the civil 

society organization through its letter titled RE: 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST FOR 
DETAILS/BREAKDOWN OF SOME LINE ITEMS 
IN THE FOURTH QUARTER BUDGET IMPLE-
MENTATION PERFORMANCE: PRE-ACTION 
NOTICE and signed by  Abdulazeem Ologuntere 
Esq., the organisation’s head of legal Team insist-
ed the required information isn’t prohibited 
under FOI act as opined by the ministry and 
thereby threatens to seek legal redress.
The letter reads “we refer to your letter dated 
5th June, 2020 with reference No: 
F115/S.65/VOL.T2/44 in response to our 
request to the Ministry, via email dated 18th 
February, 2020 on the above subject.
” Respectfully, your letter under reference 
denied our request on the ground that the infor-
mation we requested for are protected from 
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 

(“the Act”), without specific reference to any 
provisions of the Act for which our request was 
denied, as required under section 4(b) of the Act.
“Respectfully, however, after a thorough review 
of our request and your letter, viz-a-viz the 
relevant provisions of the Act, we state categori-
cally that all the information we had requested 
for do not fall within the information protected 
from disclosure under the Act.
” Therefore, we  once again appeal to your good 
offices to grant our request as contained in the 
referenced email, within a period of 7 working 
days upon the receipt of this letter.
“TAKE NOTICE that, should the Ministry refuse 
to grant our request despite this appeal, within 
the above-stipulated ultimatum, we shall not 
hesitate to approach the Federal High Court to 
seek appropriate reliefs against the Ministry, 

having regards to Sections 2 (6), 20 and 25 of 
the Act” it added



BBYDI  |  QUARTERLY REPORT 2020 27

Ending Nigeria's prevalent rape 
culture: A call for a review our 
rape laws by BBYDI
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The recent cases of rape in Nigeria has sparked 
outrage on social media; sending chills down the 
spine of many people. On the 30th of May, 
Uwaila Vera Omozuwa, a 22-year-old, died days 
after she was raped and brutally assaulted in a 
Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG) 
worship centre.
Days later, the police in Jigawa state nabbed a 
57-year-old man and 11 others who had serially 
raped a 12-year-old girl for 2 months. “They hid 
me, repeatedly had sex with me and gave me 
peanuts”, the victim said.
These cases are just two out of many. Nigeria 
has a prevalent rape culture – an inveterate 
streak that has been aided by the failure of the 
criminal justice system in the country. According 
to the Minister of Women Affairs, 2 million Nige-
rians are raped yearly. Although this claim has 
no public data to back it up, it is a pointer to the 

that Nigeria is a haven of sexual abuse. In 2014, 
a National Survey carried out on Violence 
Against Children in Nigeria reported that one in 
four females experience sexual violence in their 
childhood. In 2017, the Nigerian Bureau of Statis-
tics (NBS) reported 2,279 cases of “rape and 
indecent assault”. 
Globally, Nigeria has one of the highest cases of 
sexual violence. It is difficult to get accurate 
figures because many cases go unreported for 
two primary reasons: victims are silenced or they 
do not dare to speak about it. This is why it is 
important to review the extant laws on rape and 
sexual assaults in Nigeria. These laws have 
remained on paper with many perpetrators 
going scot-free.
Kunle Adebajo expressed this concern when he 
noted that “The real reason rapists are on the 
prowl unchecked is because of our messed crimi-

nal justice and surveillance system”.

Are there laws protecting rape victims?
The laws protecting victims of rape or any 
sexual assault in Nigeria are location-based. The 
Criminal Code Act in the Southern States, the 
Penal Code in the North, the Criminal Law of 
Lagos State (only applicable in Lagos State) and 
the Violence Against Persons Prohibition Act 
which is applicable only in Abuja.
All of these laws frown at rape, condemning the 
act in strong terms. However, the problem lies in 
the punishments prescribed and failure to 
uphold them.

Way forward?
Without doubt, there is no better time to initiate 
sustained advocacy for the review of the punish-

ment section for rape in Nigeria. More stringent 
punishments like castration and life imprison-
ment should be recommended. Due to the 
nature and sensitivity of the crime, a special 
court should be created for trying rape to afford 
the victims some sort of privacy to express them-
selves.
After the case is tried, the meting out of punish-
ment on the offender should be made a public 
affair to serve as deterrence to the public. The 
review of our criminal justice system is neces-
sary to renew the confidence and hope of the 
citizens that justice would be gotten when 
sought.
This Article is from Brain Builders Youth Devel-
opment Initiative. We are lending our voice and 
championing the #ReviewOurRapeLaws advoca-
cy
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BBYDI celebrates Democracy 
with Nigerian

We are looking into the future with the hope that the labour of our 
heroes shall not be in vain...

Happy Democracy Day! #DemocracyDay2020
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BBYDI seeks for explanation on 
budget expenditure from Kwara 
government
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Tweets:
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Here are questions begging for answers; the reconciliation of num-
bers, efficiency of management, and misrepresentation of numbers. 

We hope answers are provided in due course. The people are watch-
ing...

#BudgetAnalysis #2020FirstQuarterReport 
#TransparencyAndAccountability



2019/2020 Budget – Kwara govt 
performs low on public trust, 
implementation



03
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The Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative 
(BBYDI), a non-governmental organization that 
focuses on good governance and transparency, 
has urged the Kwara State government to go the 
extra length in restoring public trust and ensur-
ing a performance-oriented budgeting process 
in the state.
In a Flash Report released by the BBYDI, titled 
“Reconstructing Processes and Repositioning 
People for Budget Estimates and Implementa-
tions towards Sustainable Inclusive Growth in 
Kwara State”, the group observed a lack of 
public confidence in the state’s budget process 
and implementation, particularly in Q1-Q4, 
2019 and Q1 2020.
The study averred that a trending analysis of the 
state government’s attempt to generate revenue 
from Q1, 2019 to Q1, 2020 shows that Kwara’s 
main source of revenue was statutory allocation 

from the Federal Government.This, according to 
the report, has made the state’s economy tied to 
the vagaries of the oil prices, hence incapable of 
survival without the handouts from the national 
government.
The report also indicated an uncoordinated and 
insufficient approach to raising revenue from 
within the state. It posited that there was no 
steady growth of the funds that accrued to the 
state from the IGR.
“There was a rise between revenue generated 
from Q1, 2019 from N6.2 billion to N9.8 billion 
in Q2. However, there was a revenue drop to 
N7.9 billion in Q3, 2019 followed by further 
descent to N6.6 billion in Q4, 2019. The rise of 
the revenue by less than N1 billion in Q1, 2020 
highlights the government’s poor performance 
in engineering a continuous growth from its inter-
nally generated revenue even with Value Added 

The report discerned a continuous mismatch 
between budget policy thrust and objectives 
from the former administration of Governor 
AbdulFatai Ahmed and the incumbent adminis-
tration of Governor AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq.

The study, which factored in a change of govern-
ment in 2019 did a comparative analysis of 
budget performance of the two administrations. 
It concluded that “there was a measured 
restraint to deploy resources on capital expendi-
ture when compared with recurrent expenses. 
We sincerely appreciate our team of Analyst and 
Graphical Solution Volunteers (Mr. Mutiu Iyanda, 
Mr. Rasheed Adebiyi and Mr. Lukman Adeoti).”
In its recommendations, the Abideen Olasu-
po-led BBYDI suggested expansion of revenue 
bases, diversification of the state’s economy as

well as engagement of the right personnel to 
drive the budget processes of the state from 
conception to implementation and monitoring.
It added, “There is also a suggestion that leakag-
es must be blocked if the state government must 
be weaned from the handouts coming from the 
federation accounts.
“There should be more focus on human capital 
development with improved spending on educa-
tion, entrepreneurship, empowerment and social 
protection programmes.
“These measures would not only go a long way 
to ensure a match between budget provision 
and policy thrusts/objective but also restore 
public trust in the government budget processes 
that would facilitate a sustainable delivery of 
socio-economic benefits to the populace.”



Tweets:
Here’s another opportunity to lend a voice on the reality that Sickle 
Cell Anaemia is. It’s not just real, it claims lives. Know that it’s avoid

able, if only you know the genotype of your significant other. 
#knowyourgenotype #endsciklecellanemeia 

#WorldSickleCellDay2020

BBYDI celebrates sickle cell 
awareness day with the rest of 
the world
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Brain Builders Youth 
Development Initiative say no to 
rape in one voice! 
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We all at Brain Builders Youth Development 
Initiative say no to rape in one voice! 

Say no to rape and don’t be an apologist!  
#NoToRape #JusticeForVictims



Brain Builders Youth Development 
Initiative celebrates Fathers Day with 
Fathers
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Tweets:

35

“A father is neither an anchor to hold us back nor a 
sail to take us there but a guiding light whose love 

shows us the way”. 
As we celebrate Father’s Day today, we plead with 

fathers not to forget the responsibility of raising 
sons that would make this place a little better!
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Heeding the Clarion Call: 
The Youth and Sustainable 
Development

On the 27th of February 2020, the first case of the 

COVID-19 was announced in Nigeria, effectively waking up 

millions to the pandemic’s reality. This was a crucial time for 

youths to rise up in support for humanity. Indeed, the clarion 

call was answered. With Nigeria and the rest of the world 

battling the spread of COVID-19, another threat had slowly 

risen in days following the announcement of the first case. 

This is the threat of misinformation. 

Misinformation, as indicated in other countries can be disas-

trous to the global fight against the pandemic. Hence, the 

convergence of youths of varying professional backgrounds 

from BBYDI and beyond to launch Know COVID-19 served 

as a step in the right direction towards combatting the 

spread of misinformation and essentially flattening the 

curve. This has showcased the commitment of youths to 

sustainable development.

With the world undergoing remarkable changes, resulting 

in the rise of remote working, we have been able to adapt to 

this novel scenario as well. Working from home has not 

diminished our fervour. Working from home has not weak-

ened our commitment to SDG goals. If anything, current 

events have showcased our strength in the face of adversi-

ty. We are leaving no man behind in our agitation for sustain-

able development. 

Olasupo, Abideen
Executive Director



BBI celebrates 
“WORLD YOUTH 
SKILLS DAY' 2020”
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The United Nations has designated July 15 as the WORLD YOUTH SKILLS DAY with the aim of invoking 
awareness on the importance & increasing relevance of skills development which cannot be overempha-
sized in the continual effort towards local & global growth. #WorldYouthSkillsDay

Global and economic crisis that have arisen due to the ravaging covid-19, have rendered large percent-
age of individuals out of reliable employment and has thrown sole owners of businesses grasping for 
survival. #WorldYouthSkillsDay2020

There is increase rate in unemployment with a simultaneous setback on young people (learners), due to 
school closures including technical and vocational training institutions. #WorldYouthSkillsDay2020

The Sustainable Developmental Goals also advocate for quality and inclusive learning through promot-
ing relevant learning opportunities for all with focus on technical and vocational skills development. 

WORLD YOUTH SKILLS DAY provides the avenue for youths, technical and vocational training centers, 
government and private organizations to support and acknowledge the positive importance of skill acqui-
sition. #WorldYouthSkillsDay

@BrainBuilders01 is set up for the noble cause of promoting youth engagement, education, and general 
welfare. We therefore support the global organization and urge all stakeholders to contribute to equip-
ping youth in relevant skill development. #WorldYouthSkillsDay



BBI Call for Abstracts from Researchers on the 
Theme: Youth and Sustainable Development 
Goals:  An indicator to African 
Nations Development
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Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative, BBYDI is calling for well-researched 
articles tailored towards Global Goal Realization & Citizenship Education. Is this you? Or 
do you know someone who’s passionate about writing papers? Learn more in the 
creatives below.
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BBYDI organize virtual 
Training for teachers on 
SDGs
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01
SDGs Teacher Training Program? Find all the details you need in the creative below. Also, be 
informed that seats are limited, so, why not register now? See link below:
https://bit.ly/TeacherSDGsTraining



BBYDI organize 
IYD 2020
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01
The future is now, and the best tool to make a difference is our collective effort at making things 
happen. Are you ready for this year’s International Youth Day? #IYD2020 #YouthEngagement 
#VirtualHangout #BBIYD
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01
Registration is now opened for this year’s International Youth Day. Don’t wait to register tomor-
row, seats are limited! #IYD2020 #BBYDIYD20 #YouthEngagement



COVID-19: Kwara Govt Needs To Ensure 
Compliance At LG Levels- Report
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At the first stage of Covid-19 transmission in Nigeria, Kwara State is one of the states perceived 
by the public as being secrecy in revealing the status of the disease outbreak. For a number of 
days, the state government led by Alhaji Abdulrahman Abdulrasaq failed to come to the term 
that the disease has spread to the state.
Meanwhile, findings have revealed that the citizens and residents of the state want the state 
government to increase its efforts on palliatives and financial support to the vulnerable people.

This was part of a research carried out by a team at Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative 
and Know Covid-19 Nigeria. The research titled “How We See It and What We Want: Kwara 
Citizens and Residents to the Government” indicates that the state government needs to pay 
strategic attention to some local government areas regarding compliance with recommended 
medical measures to contain the spread of the disease in the state.



BBYDI  |  QUARTERLY REPORT 2020 09

The Right Palliatives

Over 50% of 268 respondents believe food items and money (45.90%) distribution are key to 
survival during lockdown rather the distribution of hand sanitiser (2.60%) and face mask 
(0.70%).

From 258 respondents, analysis shows that residents and citizens in Ilorin West, Ilorin South and 
Ilorin East are more attuned to distribution of food items and money as part of palliatives to 
ensure people’s survival during lockdown.

From 129 respondents who indicated food items distribution, over 36% and 31% reside in Ilorin 
West and Ilorin South. Over 32%, 21% and 14% of 121 respondents who expressed money 
distribution leave in Ilorin West, Ilorin South and East local councils.

Expectation regarding distribution of hand sanitiser is also high among residents and citizens in 
Ilorin West, Ilorin South and Offa.

Lockdown Efficacy

Citizens and residents in Ilorin West (36.40%), Ilorin South (25.30%) and Ilorin East (12.00%) 
believed that lockdown measure is effective. A significant number of respondents in Ilorin South 
(34.10%) believed that lockdown is not effective in the council.

From 258 citizens and respondents, who indicated adequate understanding of increase in 
confirmed cases in the state, we can conclude that total lockdown of the state can stop the 
spread of the disease.
Based our prediction and scenario analyses, money distribution to the vulnerable residents and 
citizens in terms of poor socioeconomic status followed by food items are essential for total lock-
down effectiveness in Kwara state.

The research was carried out by Mr. Mutiu Iyanda, Ajala Sodiq and Adeoti Lukman. They were 
supported technically by Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative and Know Covid-19 team.



BBYDI organize virtual IYD 
2020 Conference
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01
BBYDI To Host 5th Annual International Youth Day Summit; Lumumba, Bolaji Abdullahi, Others 
To Speak. Read on The Trail Blazer News:
h t t p s : / / t h e t r a i l b l a z e r n e w s . c o m / 2 0 2 0 / 0 8 / b b y d i - t o - h o s t - 5 t h - a n n u -
al-international-youth-day-summit-lumumba-bolaji-abdullahi-others-to-speak.html

#Youth4GlobalAction #BBYDIIYD20
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BBYDI to host 5th annual International Youth Day summit

“…Lumumba, Bolaji Abdullahi to speak on youth engagement, global sustainable development.”

Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative (BBYDI), an international and leading youth-led 
non-profit, announced its annual International Youth Day (IYD20), which is its seventh edition, 
will be held on Wednesday, August 12, 2020.
The event is organized to celebrate the annual global day dedicated to youths from across the 
world. It also seeks to drive conversations and actions to catalyze change, inclusion, growth and 
promotion for the youths.

The virtual summit will focus on youth capacity building and sustainable development with the 
core theme, “Youth Engagement for Global Action.”
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it is scheduled to be conducted on Zoom, a video conferencing 
platform. The global summit by BBYDI aims to re-orientate the mindset of the youth towards the 
SDGs and the post pandemic era.

200 delegates, carefully selected out of a large and competitive pool, will get to attend the 
event. They are from over 25 countries around the world. During the event, they will glean rich 
insights from the in-depth knowledge of the incredible line-up of national and international 
speakers, who are active actors in the youth development space.

African dignitaries like Prof. PLO Lumumba, Bolaji Abdullahi, Seun Onigbinde, Odeh Friday, Ade-
banke Ilori and others are confirmed and set to speak at the virtual event.

“Our organization has been organizing the IYD for the past 6 years. And this year, it is even 
getting better. We deliver the best, and it is why we have carefully selected speakers across 
various continents to drive conversations geared towards taking solution-oriented actions,” said 
Olasupo Abideen, BBYDI’s Team Lead.

African dignitaries like Prof. PLO Lumumba, Bolaji Abdullahi, Seun Onigbinde, Odeh Friday, Ade-
banke Ilori and others are confirmed and set to speak at the virtual event.
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LinkedIn post: 
@Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative
Are you prepared?
Are your questions ready??

Its five long days to the Brain builders International Youth Development Initiative Virtual event!!! 
Yes! Too long!

An event organized to celebrate with the United Nations, on the annual global International 
Youth Day. A day set aside to seek change, inclusion, growth and promotion for our youths.

Don't tell me you haven't heard about it!

It promises to be Educating! Enlightening! And Impactful!
Hurry and register by clicking https://bit.ly/BBYDIIYD20 to book your seat.

You don't want to miss it!
#IYD2020 #youthdevelopment #youthengagement
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Website Posts on the Press Release:

https://www.modernghana.com/news/1022276/bbydi-to-host-5th-annual-international-youth
-day.html

https://justeventsonline.com/2020/08/11/bbydi-to-host-5th-annual-international-youth-day-
summit/

https://aledeh.com/lumumba-abdullahi-others-are-keynote-speakers-as-bbydi-hosts-
international-youth-day-summit/

http://factualtimesng.com/lumumba-bolaji-abdullahi-to-attend-bbydi-international-youth-day-
summit/

https://theinformant247.com/lumumba-abdullahi-to-lecture-youth-on-global-sustainable-
initiative/

https://insightlinks.net/lumumba-bolaji-abdullahi-to-speak-at-bbydi-5th-iyd-summit/



BBYDI appreciate all IYD 
participants
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01
From all of us at #BBYDI, we say a big thank you to you for attending our #IYD2020. Let's do 
more together. So much are indeed ahead of us as we keep develoing our #Youth4GlobalAction.

#IYD20BBYDI: Our Deepest Appreciation
We would like to sincerely thank everyone for making our youth day event a huge and remark-
able success.
Our delegates who engaged us in the #IYD20 celebration. And particularly our speakers for spar-
ing quality time to share with our youths.



FOI Bill: Court to hear BBI’s 
application against Kwara 
govt October 5 -
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FOI Act: Court to hear BBI’s application against Kwara govt 
October 5

A Kwara State High Court, sitting in Ilorin, on Monday, fixed October 5 for the hearing of an expar-
te application seeking to compel the Kwara State Ministry of Finance to comply with the Free-
dom of Information Act.

A Civil Society Organisation, Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative has filed a suit against 
the state government over an alleged non-compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 
2011.

Earlier, counsel to the organization (applicant), Zulkarnain Ajedayo has requested for another 
date to hear an Exparte application seeking the leave of the court to force compliance.

Speaking with THE INFORMANT247 correspondent, the applicant counsel noted that his client 
is seeking good governance and accountability in the government.

Also speaking on the issue, the Executive Director of the Brain Builders Youth Development Initia-
tive, Olasupo Abideen Opeyemi noted that it’s imperative for the government to assent the bill 
as it gives everyone the right to request for information which is in the custody of any public 
official, agency or institution.
He said his association has applied to the State Ministry of Finance and Planning for the break-
down of over 8 billion naira expended in the health sector in the third quarter of 2019.

The request also covers breakdown of how the Governor’s office spent N2.451bn and N1.195bn 
by the Ministry of work.



BBYDI marks World 
Literacy day
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01
Happy #WorldLiteracyDay from all of us at BBYDI. 

With the theme, "Literacy teaching and learning in the COVID-19 crisis and beyond," we remain 
more committed to our cause of education development in line with the #SDGs.

We also celebrate all educators for their important work.



BBYDI Urges Policy 
Makers To Address Digital 
Gap In Learning System
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Press Release

BBYDI Urges Policy Makers To Address Digital Gap In Learning System

Princewill Press September 8, 2020

The year 2020 has indeed brought its share of mass disruption and unforseen discontinuation in 
Education and literacy rates. This year’s Literacy day centers on ” Literacy teaching and Learning 
in the Covid-19 crisis and beyond”. The pandemic has opened major loopholes in the learning 
system, programs and unreadiness of individuals and groups to manage critical situations.

Around the world, learning was bought to an unprecedented halt as schools were closed and 
academic calendar interrupted, due to the corona virus. Until virtual means of learning started to 
be implemented massively to keep students busy and in tune with their curriculum. However, 
this doesn’t effectively curtail the effects as the less fortunate folks are at more disadvantage 
with little information and awareness about the crisis and no access to alternative opportunities 
to continue their education.

Educators faced challenges in delivering lessons as the system did not prepare them for such 
changes. Hence, teachers require exclusive, ongoing and digital inclination training to develop 
and rebrand effectively their teaching skills and ability to manage situations to ensure continu-
ous education. Right infrastructures and facilities should be set in place with worthy compensa-
tion for their unwavering effort to ensure students remain in class.

The world cannot deny the importance of technology in providing quality and equal access edu-
cation for all especially during Covid-19 crisis and beyond.

Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative hereby urge all stakeholders and policy makers to 
come onboard and make necessary corrections to prepare us for future challenges.



International Day of 
Democracy
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01
Happy International Day of #Democracy from all of us at BBYDI.

More than ever, we remain commited to our cause of fostering a participatory, youth-inclusive, 
sustainable, accountable and transparent democratic governance.

This mission has never been more important to us. #IDD



BBYDI Celebrates International 
Peace Day
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01
At BBYDI, we strongly believe #PeaceIsPossible. We have always advocated for a climate that 
is peaceful for sustainable development and people to thrive. 

It's been at the core of our work.

Happy International Peace Day from all of us at BBYDI. Dove of peace

#IPD2020  #PeaceDayChallenge
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Press Release

World Peace Day: Mainstream Peace in Covid-19 Responses, BBYDI Charges Govt, CSOs
Princewill Press September 22, 2020
The Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative (BBYDI) has called on governments, civil soci-
ety organisations and international communities to mainstream peace in their response to 
Covid-19.

BBYDI made this in a statement signed by its Executive Director, Olasupo Abideen to mark 
2020 International Peace Day.

The organization said the Federal Government led by President Muhammadu Buhari has failed 
to end insurgency in North East and Southern Kaduna Conflict.

Conflict slows down development. Historically, anywhere ravaged by conflict is unlikely to expe-
rience growth. Despite this, different places across the world continue to experience various 
forms of conflicts. With over 170 international and domestic peacebuilding organizations issuing 
an urgent call to action for peace, we at a point where our actions must be decisive and focused 
on attaining peace in every corner of the world.

Responses to crises that escalate violence, injustice and exclusion have led to setbacks in devel-
opment and an increase in human suffering. As we start a rebuilding process in response to 
Covid-19; peace, justice, and inclusion must be at the heart of the response.

In Nigeria, the activities of the terrorist group, Boko Haram, continues to pervade the northeast. 
The government of the day has failed in exterminating the crisis and it has led to the death of 
many civilians and men of the armed forces who engage these terrorists in constant battles.

In the same vein, the bloody clashes in some communities in Southern Kaduna is a crisis that has 
festered for too long. Members of these communities have been subjected to fear for their lives 
with their means of livelihood threatened daily.

Undoubtedly, peace must be prioritized. On this occasion of the celebration of the International 
Day of Peace 2020, we at Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative call on governments, civil 
society organisations, international communities, to mainstream peace in their response to 
Covid-19.



BBYDI marks UN 
Global week
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01
What you think is needed most in pursuit of achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals?

Let's hear from you on our poll.

Happy weekend from all of us at BBYDI.

#SDGs #UN75 #UNGA #GlobalWeekOfAction
Community mobilization  16.3%
Policy & multilateralism  16.3%
Human capital development 55.1%
Technological revolution  12.2%
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LinkedIn Post: 
@Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative

COVID-19 is a reality check. Before now, we've talked about how our world has become a global 
village with people connecting with each other across every corner of the world.

Beyond this connectivity, the pandemic has shown that our problems transcends territorial 
boundaries.

In rebuilding after the pandemic, we must seek cooperation across borders, sectors and genera-
tions. We must work towards building sustainability and resilience in the face of future pandem-
ics.

As we celebrate the United Nations at 75, this is a great time to contribute to the conversations 
around rebuilding and moving our world towards sustainable development.

Join us at Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative on Wednesday 23rd of September to 
discuss these issues and many others. We've a line up of exciting panelists to share their 
thoughts on various issues.

Here is the link to register: https://lnkd.in/ggi26WK

We look forward to hosting you.

#sustainability #unga2020 #un75 #unconference
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01
Our tweet chat is today! 

In celebration of the Global Week, we want to have a critical conversation around rebuilding our 
world away from the effect of the pandemic.

Join us today by 1PM (GMT+1) for our tweet chat with 
@InesYabar
.

Host you soon!

#bbydi #unga75 #globalweek
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01
#BBYDI Tweet Chat — #GlobalWeekOfAction

You're welcome, 
@InesYabar
. Greetings from the BBYDI Team. We are absolutely happy to host you to this tweet chat.

Can our audience meet you and know about the work you do as sustainability activist?

At BBYDI, we are absolutely pleased to unveil our incredible and fantastic line-up of panelists 
for our #YouthSDGSummit 2020.

This event is in commemoration of the #GlobalWeekOfAction and the 75th session of the UN 
General Assembly.

#BBYDISDGs #UNGA #globalweekofaction
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01

@aduragbataibat
 speaking live at our #YouthSDGSummit.
"The government has the most critical role to play in making education and development more 
inclusive."
#BBYDISDGs #UNGA #globalweekofaction
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01

It's a privilege to be a delegate for  this amazing session brought together by 
@BrainBuilders01

#GlobalGoals #SDGActionZone #youthsdg #decadeofaction
Quote Tweet
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01

Feedback from the delagates of our #YouthSDGSummit.

#BBYDISDGs #UNGA #globalweekofaction
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01

Many thanks to all our panelists and delegates for joining us during our digital #YouthSDGSum-
mit today.

We appreciate you for your presence and participation. And particularly for the insightful discus-
sion on sustainable development and rebuilding our world.

#BBYDISDGs #UNGA
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LinkedIn post: 
@Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative

Many thanks to all our panelists and delegates for joining us during our digital #YouthSDGSum-
mit today.

We appreciate you for your presence and participation. And particularly for the insightful discus-
sion on sustainable development and rebuilding our world.

#BBYDISDGs #UNGA
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Press Release 

Brain Builders commemorates United Nations at 75

By Rodiat Jokodolu.

Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative has organized a youth summit to commemorate the 
United Nations at 75 and the Global Week of action.

The event tagged “The Future We Want, The UN We Need” was hosted by seasoned speakers 
and SDGs experts across different developmental sectors in the world.
During the event, it was noted that as the world begins to rebuild in the post COVID-19 era, 
some pressing issues have been highlighted as the core focus of the process.

The issues identified revolve around gender equality, education, climate change, gender-based 
violence, economic inequality, ending conflicts and violence, investment in healthcare and so on.

“The pandemic is a reality check and reminder that the world has a long way to go if sustainabili-
ty would be achieved,” states a part of the statement by the organizers.

Panelists at the event proposed various solutions to a number of multifaceted problems. It was 
noted that quality healthcare systems are the bedrock of any country and in preventing future 
pandemics, investment in healthcare must be prioritized especially in developing countries.

One of the panelists, Mr Temitope Amujo, suggested that supporting SMEs is critical to rebuild-
ing economies. Speaking on youths losing their jobs during the pandemic, Mr Godbless Otubure 
proposed that expanding the workforce beyond physical structures is crucial, stating that one of 
the causes of job losses is a structural problem and the unpreparedness of the workforce.

Ms Taibat Aduragba emphasized the role of education in attaining sustainability while Ms Ruten-
do Rachael Chilengi identified measures that policy makers can implement to combat gen-
der-based violence and other forms of violence across the world.
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BBYDI Charges Govt To Create 
SDGs Implementation Action Plan
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Press Release

BBYDI Charges Govt To Create SDGs Implementation Action Plan
Princewill Press September 25, 2020
…Says Nigeria at risk of SDGs’ failure

In commemoration of the Global Week of Action and the 75th session of the UN General Assem-
bly in New York, we contribute to the multilateral strategies for the UN Decade of Action and 
engage local and critical stakeholders across diverse development sectors geared towards accel-
erating the realization of the 2030 UN SDGs in Nigeria and fostering effective and inclusive poli-
cymaking.
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As we celebrate the United Nations at 75, BBYDI examined viable solutions to challenges facing 
Nigeria in its efforts to localize, implement, and achieve the SDGs by 2030. This is necessary as 
the country races against time. These challenges include mismanagement of resources, lack of 
transparency and accountability, corruption, lack of database, ethnicity, and insecurity.
Mr Abideen Olasupo, the Executive Director at BBYDI noted that “in collaborating for the attain-
ment of the goals, actions must match words. State governments should have SDGs Implementa-
tion Plan(s) and the Academic institutions should start writing SDGs Articles, SDGs would be 
localized if this happens”.

Our research showed that Nigeria’s population is set to increase by 60 million by 2030, which 
requires that Nigeria spend 7.7 per cent point of her GDP on Education and a whopping US$49-
Billion and US$100Billion on electricity and road networks respectively – if Nigeria is to achieve 
SDGs by 2030.

Commenting on a UNIDO 2012 research which categorically stated that 17 million MSMEs 
provided 31 million jobs for Nigerians, Mr Abdulquddus Olayinka Oniye said: “I strongly believe 
that if the potentials in entrepreneurship are well harnessed, it will fast track the achievement of 
the SDGs”. We, therefore, urge
The youth to work together.
The private sectors to start funding SDGs projects.

The Development, implementation, and control policies of pollution, environmental, and solid 
wastes.
The Creation and integration of Nigeria to a smart economy lead by ICT.

Nigeria is in a race against time to achieve sustainable development with many impediments in 
its way, Nigeria needs all the help it can get from local and international sphere. Fight for and 
with Nigeria, stand for Nigeria and make the world a better place because sustainable develop-
ment is for everyone and no one should be left out.

Brain Builders Youth Development Initiatives (BBYDI) is a reputable non-profit making Organiza-
tion working actively around engendering Good Governance, Localising the SDGs, Youth Empow-
erment, and Development.
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Heeding the Clarion Call: 
The Youth and Sustainable 
Development

On the 27th of February 2020, the first case of the 

COVID-19 was announced in Nigeria, effectively waking up 

millions to the pandemic’s reality. This was a crucial time for 

youths to rise up in support for humanity. Indeed, the clarion 

call was answered. With Nigeria and the rest of the world 

battling the spread of COVID-19, another threat had slowly 

risen in days following the announcement of the first case. 

This is the threat of misinformation. 

Misinformation, as indicated in other countries can be disas-

trous to the global fight against the pandemic. Hence, the 

convergence of youths of varying professional backgrounds 

from BBYDI and beyond to launch Know COVID-19 served 

as a step in the right direction towards combatting the 

spread of misinformation and essentially flattening the 

curve. This has showcased the commitment of youths to 

sustainable development.

With the world undergoing remarkable changes, resulting 

in the rise of remote working, we have been able to adapt to 

this novel scenario as well. Working from home has not 

diminished our fervour. Working from home has not weak-

ened our commitment to SDG goals. If anything, current 

events have showcased our strength in the face of adversi-

ty. We are leaving no man behind in our agitation for sustain-

able development. 

Olasupo, Abideen
Executive Director



Nigeria @60: Structural, Institutional 
and Electoral Reforms Are The Ways 
To Go – BBYDI
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On the eve of Nigeria’s independence, the hopes of a new country about to be born created a euphoria 
of positivity and a future of boundless possibilities. The leaders of the new nation were brimming with 
confidence and enthusiasm; citizens had high aspirations. Sadly, this honeymoon period was momen-
tary.

Freedom from colonial rule was supposed to presage an era of remarkable progress. 60 years after inde-
pendence, Nigeria’s situation is a sharp contrast to the hopes and aspirations that preceded its indepen-
dence.
The timing of our independence was auspicious; it came at a time of economic prosperity. Yet, 6 decades 
later, we are languishing in multidimensional poverty. From the early years, Nigeria has been plagued 
with bad governance; characterized by corruption, electoral violence, nepotism, mismanagement of 
resources, misplacement of priorities, etc. It became evident that the country was threading a path of 
failure.

We have had critical junctures in our history when things could have changed for the better. However, 
our history with accidental leaderships meant that there was no template to build a progressive country. 
Marred by successful military regimes, Nigeria has failed to forge a national identity. We have failed to 
build institutions as evident in the lack of adequate investment in education, health, social services, etc.

Nations are built on the commitment and efforts of its young people. At 60, Nigeria is breeding a genera-
tion of demoralized young people who have no conviction in the Nigerian project. Years of failed gover-
nance, the abysmal state of our educational sector, massive unemployment, poverty, and so on are 
enough reasons for young people to be dispirited.

Nigeria has failed to explore its potential. Nonetheless, it is not too late to reposition ourselves for 
success. We must move from paper-based policies to evidence-based policies. We must redesign our 
institutional framework to match the realities of today. The policies that brought us to this state of 
affairs, will not move us forward.

In his independence day public address, the president of Nigeria, President Muhammadu Buhari urged 

https://thetrailblazernews.com/2020/10/nigeria-60-structural-institutional-and-electoral-reforms-are-the-ways-to-go-bbydi.html

https://twitter.com/BrainBuilders01/status/1311613097677852677?s=20

https://insiderng.net/2020/10/01/nigeria-at-60-bbydi-advocates-structural-institutional-and-electoral-reforms/

https://factualtimesng.com/independence-day-bbydi-calls-for-electoral-reforms/

Press Release
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Nigerians to retrace their steps and forge a national identity. He emphasized the importance of the rule 
of law, free and fair elections, upholding democratic principles, accountability and transparency by elect-
ed officials and commitment to the Nigerian project. As an organization, we charge the president to 
assent to the electoral law reform. We are aware that this law was passed by the 8th senate but the pres-
ident did not assent to it. We believe that reforms like this are consistent with the projections of a 
forward thinking government that the president described in his speech. We hope that his government 
aligns itself with the ideals of democracy for the sake of the country.
We have come a long way, but we have a long way to go. This year’s independence day anniversary 
should be more of reflection than celebration. Our country deserves better and we must initiate the 
process by reassessing our journey to this day. It is time to focus on sustainable policies that address 
fundamental issues.

We at Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative celebrate the Nigerian people for their resilience and 
persistence in making Nigeria work for them. Despite our woes, we must be hopeful. As Professor Attahi-
ru Jega noted, “Democracy cannot be established without democrats”.

Citizens have to play their roles in the rebuilding of this country and we must continue to uphold demo-
cratic principles by demanding transparency and accountability, free and fair elections, substantive 
policies, etc.

“It is up to us now – those of us who shape the destiny of our countries – to do what we can to improve 
matters. Mere condemnations are not enough; it is time for action.” – Abubakar Tafawa Balewa

God bless Nigeria.
Happy Independence Day.
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Tweet post: @ BrainBuilders01

“It is up to us now – those of us who shape the destiny of our countries – to do what we can to 
improve matters. Mere condemnations are not enough; it is time for action.” – Abubakar Tafawa 
Balewa

God bless Nigeria. 
Happy #IndependenceDay.

#NigeriaAt60 #Together



Teens Speak Out 7.0 
Academic Competition is 
Live
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#EndSARS: BBYDI Demands Justice 
For All Deceased Victims of Police 
Brutality
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Campaigners against the excesses of the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), the police squad known 
for its human rights abuses and extra-judicial killings, surrounded the Kwara State government house on 
Monday morning.

Protests began across the country last week as politicians, singers, activists and other Nigerians called 
for the total disbandment of the notorious police unit.

The protest also trended on social media, drawing support from prominent individuals and groups across 
the globe.

Although the Inspector General of Police had announced the dissolution of the unit on Sunday, the 
protesters called for the immediate implementation of the disbandment and reformation of the police 
force. 
Similar protests took place in Oyo, Lagos, Osun and other states, disrupting vehicular movements in 
those places on Monday.

The protesters in Kwara State surrounded the Kwara State Government House, after which they proceed-
ed to the governor’s lodge and other parts of the state.
Receiving the protesters on behalf of Governor AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq, his deputy, Kayode Alabi, 
assured that their complaints have been heard.

Mr Alabi said: “The disbandment of SARS as a unit goes beyond any state government” and added that 
the governor “will be meeting with representatives of the protesters at the presidential lodge tomorrow, 
13th of October at 2 p.m. in order to chart a way forward.”

A representative of the protesters, Olushola Olayemi, said the youth are requesting for an abrupt end to 
SARS.
He appealed to the state government to lend their voice to the dissolution of the police unit.

Speaking to PREMIUM TIMES on Monday, the executive director, Brain Builders Youth Development 

https://www.premiumtimesng.com/regional/north-central/420264-endsars-protesters-besiege-kwara-govt-house-photos.html

https://insiderng.net/2020/10/12/your-complaint-is-beyond-us-kwara-deputy-gov-tells-endsars-protesters/

https://factualtimesng.com/endsars-bbydi-demands-justice-for-all-deceased-victims-of-police-brutality

https://thebrainbuilders.org/2020/10/15/endsars-protest/

https://twitter.com/BrainBuilders01/status/1316038543370846215?s=20

Press Release/NEWS Feature
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tive, Abideen Olasupo, appreciated the protesters and called for an overhauling of the law enforcement 
agency.
“The pronouncement from the IG cannot end SARS in Nigeria. Beyond the #EndSars, we are advocating 
a total overhaul of the Nigeria Police Force,” he said. 
He urged the federal government to declare an emergency in the police sector.

“Good salaries should be paid to the officers. Proper training should be conducted. Psychology test 
during recruitment process.”

Mr Olasupo also demanded the immediate release of protesters arrested and the prosecution of officers 
culpable of killing protesters.

PREMIUM TIMES earlier reported the death of not less than two persons killed during the #EndSARS 
protest in Oyo and Lagos states.



KWARA 2021 BUDGET: INVESTMENT 
IN YOUTH DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH 
AND EDUCATION ARE CRUCIAL.
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The #EndSARS protests will go down as one of the most important highlights of Nigeria’s history. Few 
days after the country marked its 60 years of independence, young Nigerians took to the streets to call 
for an end to police brutality. The peaceful protests were coordinated across different states in the coun-
try with a uniform demand to end police brutality and reform the Nigerian Police Force.

As we saw with #EndSARS protests, young people can lead, organize, innovate and contribute to 
nation-building. In rebuilding post-COVID-19 era, young people must be engaged in sustainable ways. 
Governor AbdulRazaq AbdulRahman of Kwara State has demonstrated his trust in youths by engaging 
young people in his government and allowing them to take up important roles in his administration.

Nonetheless, we call on the governor to be deliberate about youth development and empowerment in 
the post-COVID-19 period. For sustainable development to be achieved, every state must invest in its 
youth and leverage the opportunities they create for growth. We also demand that the budgetary alloca-
tions for health, education and youth development be increased to match our current realities.

We believe that these sectors are critical to the development of the state and its quest to attain sustain-
ability.



COVID-19 Prevention: BBYDI Partners 
International Dialogue Centre To Sensitize 
Religious Leaders In North Central
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Religion is a fundamental part of Nigerian society with about 98% of the population believing in one 
religion or the other. In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, when social interactions had to take differ-
ent forms due to the various phases of lockdown to prevent the spread of the virus, religious institutions 
were one of the most affected.

However, there was defiance from some quarters as some religious individuals and organizations even 
claimed the virus was fake. Many religious adherents held on to wrong notions and misinformation about 
the virus and failed to adhere to the laid down guidelines of the government. The disbelief in COVID-19 
among some religious institutions had strong implications on the efforts to prevent the spread of the 
virus.

As Nigeria embarks on rebuilding in Post-COVID-19, and in response to the possibility of the current 
second wave of the pandemic in some parts of Europe getting to the country, ensuring that religious insti-
tutions are on board with the prevention mechanisms of Covid-19 is crucial.

Against this backdrop, Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative (BBYDI), with support from the Inter-
national Dialogue Centre (KAICIID), has designed a project to engender interfaith awareness on the 
prevention of COVID-19 in places of worship in North Central Nigeria (including Kogi, Kwara, Niger, 
Nasarawa, Benue, Plateau State and the Federal Capital Territory).

We believe that orientating religious leaders on the nature of the virus, ways to prevent it at places of 
worship, preventing the spread of false information, and promoting positive interfaith relations and peace-
ful coexistence in the process is very crucial to our national development.

The project focuses on training in the nature, causes and prevention of the virus, as well as interfaith 
dialogue sessions.

Therefore, the selected religious leaders who are expected to use the knowledge gained from this train-

https://factualtimesng.com/covid-19-prevention-international-dialogue-centre-partners-bbydi-to-sensitize-religious-leaders/

https://thebrainbuilders.org/2020/11/29/interfaith-awareness-on-covid-19/

https://twitter.com/BrainBuilders01/status/1335166666016223235?s=20

https://twitter.com/BrainBuilders01/status/1335161525636636672?s=20

https://www.facebook.com/551675748260472/posts/3676831802411502/?sfnsn=scwspmo

https://twitter.com/BrainBuilders01/status/1335161525636636672

Press Release/NEWS Feature
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ing to educate their congregation will also improve positive inter-religious interactions in North Central 
Nigeria and prevent possible outbreaks of violence. Participants will also include policy makers to ensure 
that the knowledge gained is reflected in public health policies, especially those related to infectious 
diseases.

At the end of the training, religious leaders and their followers will be equipped with the correct informa-
tion about the Coronavirus and the ways to prevent its spread. Reports containing recommendations to 
all public health stakeholders and policy actors will be shared widely across the country. This will 
promote trust, public health and ensure that places of worship are safe for adherents.



BBYDI celebrates Volunteers
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Volunteers shape the world. Their selflessness and commitment to humanity is exemplary. Without their 
efforts, our world would not be where it is today. We appreciate and celebrate all our volunteers. Happy 
International Day of Volunteers.

https://twitter.com/BrainBuilders01/status/1335307194275913730?s=20

Tweet Post



BBYDI Team Member gives speech at Youth 
Town Hall meeting in Ilorin Kwara Organized 
by Youth Rep, Adeyi Kaosarah 
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The Kwara State Representative at the Northern States Governors’ Forum Committee on Youth Engage-
ments, Priorities and Inclusion in Governance, Mrs Adeyi Kaosarah (ABK) on Wednesday hold a Youth 
Town meeting in Ilorin.
The Youth Town Hall meeting which was held at Kwara Hotel Hall A, Brought together Selected Dele-
gates across the 16 Local Government Areas in the State where they were given opportunity to air their 
opinions, suggestions and way forward on promotion of youth inclusion in Governance, Identify and 
Develop Platforms for Youth development and others which will in a great way FastTrack the growth and 
development of Kwara State and the country as a whole. The meeting also featured a syndicate and 
Panel Session which intends to bring on board experts across different organizations in the state to 
discuss and provide insights on the areas of discourse.
The panelists at the event include :
Mr Okansanmi Ajayi (PRO Kwara Police Command) ably Represented by DSP Barr. Adekunle iwalaye, 
Mr. Toba Adeyeye (CEO Akots Prints), Mallam Nasir AbdulKadir (Human Capital Development Special-
ist), Mrs Rukayat Yahaya (Founder, Tamirah wellbeing initiative), Mr. Kehinde Kamaladeen (Youth Repre-
sentative). While Speaking at the event, The Kwara State Governor, Mall. Abdulrahman Abdulrazaq Com-
mends the convener of the meeting for her initiative in developing the youths In the State. Gov. Abdul-
razaq also Commends all the panelists at the event for providing insights on their discourse, Charges 
Youth to develop ideas in moving the state Forward.
The Convener of the Meeting, Mrs Adeyi Abdulrazaq Kaosarah while delivering her welcome address 
Explained That the town hall meeting is Aimed to deal decisively with the first item on the list of the 
terms of reference (that is, to identify with Kwara Youth and work out various ways by which youth can 
be engaged at various levels). She said The Youth Town hall meeting, is hope to work out different 
programs for Youth Development in the State, Identify and Develop different platforms for Youth Inclu-
sion in Governance and chart a way forward for a better representation of youths in Governance.

However, Kaosarah Appreciate Youths Across the state for attending the town hall meeting, Said there 
Presents is an indication of the readiness of Kwara Youth in taking charge and responsibilities in issues 
and challenges affecting the future of the youths.
Some of the Youth delegates who speak with SHO PEN ONLINE after the Meeting Hailed the Convener 
of the Programme for creating an interactive session between the youths and Kwara State Government 
inorder to fast track the growth and development of the state.

https://shopenonline.com/kwara-youth-rep-adeyi-kaosarah-organizes-youth-town-

hall-meeting-in-ilorin/

NEWS Feature
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BBYDI delivers speech at End of the Year proj-
ect of the Young African Leaders Initiative 
(YALI) network Kwara State Branch.
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Over the weekend, I spoke at the End of the Year project of the Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI) 
network. The topic was mentoring in leadership and I shared 3 roles that mentors play in our leadership 
journey.
Firstly, mentors can help you get out of your mental comfort zones by challenging you to do more and 
removing the mental barriers that may obstruct your progress. Mentors give constructive feedback and 
also serve as confidants.

These 3 things are crucial because mentors are mostly people who have walked the path you've chosen 
to walk. They guide you and help you avoid the pitfalls they fell into.

I enjoyed the session and the feedback has been inspiring.

https://web.facebook.com/100000923907836/posts/4920548401319241/?_rdc=1&_rdr

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6742751186715246592/

LinkedIn Post



BBYDI partner KAICIID on Interfaith 
Programme. 

BBYDI  |  QUARTERLY REPORT 2020 15

Well done 
@KAICIID
. Working with you on our interfaith project in Nigeria to create awareness on Covid-19 prevention at 
places of worship has been one of the highlights of this year.
On Saturday 5 November, We hosted the first stage of our project which was an interfaith dialogue 
where we trained religious leaders on ways to orientate their congregation and also protect their places 
of worship from Covid-19.

https://twitter.com/BrainBuilders01/status/1336660070411726851?s=20

Tweet Post



Welcome Speech by the ED during the 
Interfaith Awareness on Covid-19 at 
Places of Worship
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To be alive today feels different. It has been a year of many lows. The Covid-19 pandemic has tested our 
resolve as humans. Lives have been lost – our friends, family, colleagues, etc. We have had to summon 
the courage to survive this unprecedented time. Our unity in a time of adversity has been one of the shin-
ing lights of this period. Across the world, people of diverse cultures, religion, race, background have 
come together to protect each other. We have come a long way in our fight against Covid-19, but there 
is still a long way to go.

Earlier this year when Covid-19 was declared a global pandemic, the news was met with different reac-
tions by people across the world. Some believed it was real, while many others denied its existence. This 
polarized view on the existence of the virus influenced how societies responded to it. Those who 
believed it existed followed the precautions laid out by relevant authorities, those who doubted flouted 
these regulations. Beyond the virus, we were faced by a crisis of misinformation which inadvertently had 
greater consequences.

In Nigeria, one of the institutions that have held our moral fibre together and continue to influence a 
greater percentage of our population is the religious institution. This meant that, in combating any social 
problem in our society, this institution must be actively engaged. Unfortunately, in the early days of the 
pandemic, many religious institutions failed to acknowledge the existence of the virus. This lead to 
mixed reactions from adherents. To make it worse, some religious leaders openly denounced the 
existence of the virus, which encouraged their congregation to disbelief it. Some came up with many 
conspiracy theories founded on assumptions. It was sad to see.

Today, after months of lockdown and record of deaths due to the virus across the country, the atmo-
sphere has changed. Many people who doubted the existence of the virus have come to terms with its 
existence. Since then, we have seen more people take precautions, and they have more information 
about the virus.

The next phase is rebuilding. Safe from a possible second wave of the Coronavirus – which some coun-
tries are currently experiencing – we are at a time when we need to plan for the future. This is why Brain 
Builders Youth Development Initiative and KAICIID came together to organize this event. We plan to 
equip religious leaders in North Central Nigeria with adequate and accurate knowledge of the nature, 
causes and prevention of the coronavirus. This we will achieve through interfaith dialogue sessions and 
various training aimed at preventing the spread of the virus. Our goal is that after these training sessions, 

https://thebrainbuilders.org/2020/12/15/welcome-speech-by-ed/

Press Release



BBYDI  |  QUARTERLY REPORT 2020 17

religious leaders will transfer this knowledge to their congregation. We believe that our places of 
worship are sacred, and they represent safe havens for worshippers. These efforts will go a long way in 
keeping it safe, protecting the congregation and spread the word to many others in society.

On this note, I welcome everyone to this event and express my gratitude to you for honouring our invita-
tion. I am optimistic that this will birth greater partnerships as we continue to work towards a safer coun-
try. Despite all our challenges as a country, we have continued to grow. We appreciate you for being shin-
ing lights and worthy role models to your congregation and many other people who admire. I look 
forward to a great session. Thank you.
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