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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Heeding the Clarion Call: 
The Youth and Sustainable 
Development
On the 27th of February 2020, the first case of the 
COVID-19 was announced in Nigeria, effectively waking up 
millions to the pandemic’s reality. This was a crucial time for 
youths to rise up in support for humanity. Indeed, the clarion 
call was answered. With Nigeria and the rest of the world 
battling the spread of COVID-19, another threat had slowly 
risen in days following the announcement of the first case. 
This is the threat of misinformation. 
Misinformation, as indicated in other countries can be disas-
trous to the global fight against the pandemic. Hence, the 
convergence of youths of varying professional backgrounds 
from BBYDI and beyond to launch Know COVID-19 served 
as a step in the right direction towards combatting the 
spread of misinformation and essentially flattening the 
curve. This has showcased the commitment of youths to 
sustainable development.
With the world undergoing remarkable changes, resulting 
in the rise of remote working, we have been able to adapt to 
this novel scenario as well. Working from home has not 
diminished our fervour. Working from home has not weak-
ened our commitment to SDG goals. If anything, current 
events have showcased our strength in the face of adversi-
ty. We are leaving no man behind in our agitation for sustain-
able development. 

Olasupo, Abideen
Executive Director
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BBI celebrates Easter 
with Christians faith
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BBI celebrates Easter 
with Christians faith

#HappyEaster2020 
We join the Christian faithful today in the celebration 
of the essence of Christ. We hope that the smiles & 
love that’s being shared from a distance would be 
shared with plenty hugs, handshakes, and kisses 
soon after this is all over. Love and lights!
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BBI celebrates 
Ramadan with Muslim 
faith
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BBI celebrates Ramadan 
with Muslim faith

From us to you with love. Ramadan Kareem to all 
Muslim faithful. May all your prayers be accepted. Not 
to forget, the world needs your prayers - may the 
Almighty heal the world of the pandemic currently 
ravaging it. #ramadankareem #RamadanMubarak
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Kwara Perception 
Survey on Corona 
Virus Disease 
Outbreak
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The survey form was launched in the second 
quarter, and there is an ongoing analysis of 

the survey results.
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COVID-19: BBI Advises 
Kwara Assembly To 
Resume, Embrace 
e-legislature
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Leading NGO in Kwara state  Brain Builders Interna-
tional made Press Statement on the Resumption of 
Kwara State House of Assembly during the Pandemic 
Ravaging the World

The world had no idea it would be standing on its 
toes months after a cluster of pneumonia cases from 
an unknown virus hit Wuhan, China. It was discov-
ered through initial laboratory findings that the 
disease that would go on to see countries lockdown 
its borders and ports and shut down operations as a 
result of the infectious disease caused by severe respi-
ratory syndrome coronavirus. Covid-19 has since 
spread to about 196 countries and territories in every 
continent and one international conveyance across 
the globe. With the ongoing efforts by different coun-
tries and medical experts to curtail the spread of the 
infection which is almost entirely driven by 

human-to-human transmission, Covid-19 
accounts for over 3 million confirmed cases with 
more than 973,000 recoveries and 228,000 
deaths globally. Brain Builders International finds 
it necessary, and as such, recommends that the 
Kwara State House of Assembly resumes plenary 
sessions – like the National Assembly – after 
taking a short break, following the spread of the 
virus in the country. It is expected that measures 
that keep individuals safe at this trying period 
would be complied with during plenary. Such 
measures as well known, include social distanc-
ing, hand washing, use of face masks and hand 
sanitizers, among others.

The resumption of legislative functions in the 
state would go a long way in supporting the 
government’s effort to limit the spread of the 

infection by deepening accountability and trans-
parency and also protecting socioeconomic and 
political rights of its citizens. However, the 
resumption of legislative duties in the state 
should it happen, would be coming at a time 
when the number of Covid-19 cases is taking an 
upward spiral, with threats to life and economic 
stability. 11 cases have since been confirmed in 
Kwara with 2 recovery cases and no death case 
as of May 1st.
In the hope that the state’s House of Assembly 
resumes legislative activities after the compulso-
ry break, Brain Builders International recom-
mends the following for a better legislative 
response to the pandemic currently ravaging the 
world, especially as it pertains to the State of 
Harmony.
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E-legislature: Considering that the Assembly had 
to take a compulsory break that crippled activi-
ties of the legislative house due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic, it is imperative that the House 
considers operating on platforms that would 
ensure members of the Assembly work remotely 
in the event of cases like Covid-19 that would 
lead to a abrupt suspension of committee meet-
ings, public hearings, among other legislative 
activities. The need to train legislators and other 
staff of the House of Assembly on a system that 
allows ease of working remotely cannot be over-
emphasised at a time like this, as it ensures time 
isn’t wasted with a high level of efficiency 
achieved.
Legislative Scrutiny of Executive Actions on 
Covid-19: It is important to appreciate the leader-
ship of Kwara state for its promptness and alert-
ness in taking decisive actions at a time like this, 

as it shows the extent at which the state govern-
ment values its citizens. However, it is of need 
that the House mandates its committees to 
review all executive actions taken during the 
recess, especially as it concerns the distribution 
of palliatives to indigent Kwarans and other 
proactive measures of funding the management 
of the virus in the state. It would mean well and 
show transparency on the path of the legislature 
if critical stakeholders (Citizens, Civil Society 
Organisations, Media, and Non-profits, among 
others) are engaged too. After this is ensured, 
sharing the report of findings of the exercise will 
definitely go a long way in seeing that the 
citizens trust their representatives to take 
decisions in their interest. 
Increased Budgetary Allocation for Health: As 
much as the weaknesses in the health infrastruc-
tures, facilities, and welfare of health workers in 

our country can be said to be a national issue, 
state governments also have crucial roles to play 
in strengthening the sector at state levels. The 
legislative power play in this regard would mean 
well for the masses, as the House can utilise its 
power of appropriation in increasing the budget-
ary allocation to the health sector while ensuring 
legislative oversights are also put in place.
Passing the Freedom of Information Bill (FOI): 
The immediate past assembly worked assiduous-
ly on the Freedom of Information Bill but was 
unable to get the immediate past Governor of the 
State to sign it into law. It is worthy of mention 
that information is a necessity in order to save 
our country and to help her move towards 
economic and social transformation. The 
relevance of the bill is clear, it gives room for 
openness and transparency in government and 

also strengthens the democratic structure with 
the end results being creating values. 
This is why we are pleading with the current 
assembly to pass the bill, as we have information 
that the incumbent Governor has sent the bill to 
the current assembly.
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There is no better time than this for the leadership of the Kwara State 
House of Assembly and its honourable members to show that indeed 

they are representing the collective interests of the masses. This period 
requires their responsiveness, transparency, and accountability in 

ensuring that lives are protected with necessary checks and balances 
in place. Brain Builders International reiterates its dedication to support-
ing the legislature as we hope to see it fasten its belt and stand to the 

fight against the novel disease through decisive legislative actions.

Signed.
Olasupo Abideen Opeyemi

Executive Director
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BBDYI Celebrate 
Workers on International 
workers day
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BBDYI releases Citizen's 
feedback survey form on 
Gov. Abdulrasaq One 
year in office.
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The survey form was launched in the second 
quarter, and there is an ongoing analysis of 

the survey results.
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07
Brain Builders rebrands 
its name to Brain Builder 
Youth Development 
Initiative
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The story is that we have moved from where we you used to be to 
where we now want to stay. It’s as much about our growth as it is 

about the value we offer. Now, we are Brain Builders Youth 
Development Initiative.

#ReinventingTheBrand #BBYDI



08
Launching of the 
organization website on 
the 25th of May
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Scaling The Hurdles Of 
post-COVID-19 Era; 
BBYDI Proposes Way 
Forward
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Scaling the hurdles of post-COVID-19 era; 
BBYDI proposes way forward.

Baba Rahman

JustEventOnline TV

The impact of the Coronavirus has global effects; 
governments and businesses across the world 
are rethinking their approach to the pandemic 
and also working towards saving themselves 
from an impending global recession. Many busi-
nesses have shut down due to this pandemic 
while many others have found alternative means 
to keep their businesses running.

In Nigeria, some of the most affected businesses 
are Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs). There 
is no doubt about the fact that SMEs are a 

driving force in the economy as they represent a 
substantial part of it. According to a 2017 
survey, there are about 73,000 SMEs in Nigeria – 
a figure that has increased in recent years.

As states navigate their way through this 
pandemic and devise strategies to survive the 
post-COVID-19 era, we appreciate the efforts of 
the Kwara state government who have been 
proactive in their actions since the inception of 
this virus. It is in this spirit of proactivity that we 
at Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative 
are recommending a policy statement that we 
believe will aid the course of achieving sustain-
ability in the state in the post-COVID-29 era.

The document, which has been submitted to the 
state government, contains our comprehensive 
proposition for the government to implement. 

 Some of the recommendations include:
1. Revitalization of the agricultural economy with 
focus on livestock and fish farming development 
which have proven to be very profitable.
2. Introduction of a tax-free system to assist 
SMEs in rebuilding their business and recover 
their losses without having to lay off staffs(condi-
tions must be attached).
3. Review of the budgetary allocation to meet 
the needs of the current circumstances and also 
cut government spending on non-essentials(spe-
cial emphasis on reduction of cost of gover-
nance).
4. Restructuring of the public health sector to 
include schemes like training of Primary Health 
care workers, partnership with donor agencies 
to have PHC in all the wards and digitization of 

health records to make it accessible and readily 
available in times of need.
5. Zero interest loan with 6month moratorium to 
SMEs affected by the lockdown to save thou-
sands of jobs and boost their economic perfor-
mance which will lead to the creation of more 
jobs.
6. We also recommend that the Governor sets up 
a 7-man think tank team to review these recom-
mendations and chart a way forward to rejig the 
economy and position Kwara state for success in 
the face of an impending global recession.
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Part report of Survey on 
Kwara state government
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Brain Builders celebrates 
global day of parents
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Here’s celebrating a working class that gets no particular earnings or 
return for their tiredless efforts in teaching, nurturing, & grooming of 

their children. If the home remains one of the vital units of our society, 
then, the job roles of parents can’t be overemphasized.
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Brain Builder celebrates 
Star Volunteers for the 
month of may
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Selflessness is a thing of the heart. Interestingly, it can be an 
art, especially when it’s exhibited with finesse by a creative 
strategist. Thanks for recommitting to another 31 days of 
awesome delivery. We appreciate your commitment to the 

organization! #StarVolunteer
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Youths-Based NGO Calls 
For Review Of Rape 
Laws In Nigeria 
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A youth-based Nigeria non governmental organi-
sation (NGO), Brain Builders Youth Development 
Initiative has called for the review of rape laws in 
Nigeria.
The Organisation in a statement signed by its 
Executive Director, Abideen Olasupo Opeyemi 
decried the multiple rape cases that have been 
occurring in Nigeria.
BBYDI called for a sustained campaign to review 
rape laws in Nigeria.
“This past week has been a horrible experience 
for us. The killing of Tina Ezekwe in Lagos by a 
policeman who was supposed to protect her, 
Uwa Omozuwa was raped and murdered in a 
church in Benin, a 12-year old was raped by 11 
men for 2 months in Jigawa State and Ada, a 
13-year old raped in Enugu State.
“It has been a week characterized by forms of 
violence that have been allowed to fester in our 
society.
News broke out again on the morning of the 3rd 
of June of another case in Ibadan, Oyo State. The 
victim is alleged to have been attacked, raped 
and murdered. We have had enough and this is 
the time to end it.

“We must initiate a sustained campaign to advo-
cate for the review of our laws to impose more 
stringent punishments on offenders. These 
crimes continue to happen because of the failure 
of the criminal justice system to apprehend 
offenders and punish them appropriately. The 
case of the Kogi State Commissioner of Water 
Resources who was alleged to have raped and 
battered Miss Elizabeth Oyeniyi has not been 
resolved since April 2020 when the news broke 
out.
“As we stand in solidarity with the victims of 
these crimes, we must ensure that the crimes do 
not continue to go unchecked. Our laws must 
protect victims and give them a platform to be 
heard without fear of stigmatization. We call on 
CSOs and other well meaning members of the 
society to stand up and use their voice to push 
the government to take drastic actions with 
immediate effect.”
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Policy Statement on Post 
Covid 19 in Kwara
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Scaling the hurdles of post-COVID-19 era; 
BBYDI proposes way forward. 

The impact of the Coronavirus has global effects; 
governments and businesses across the world 
are rethinking their approach to the pandemic 
and also working towards saving themselves 
from an impending global recession. Many busi-
nesses have shut down due to this pandemic 
while many others have found alternative means 
to keep their businesses running.

In Nigeria, some of the most affected businesses 
are Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs). There 
is no doubt about the fact that SMEs are a 
driving force in the economy as they represent a 
substantial part of it. According to a 2017 
survey, there are about 73,000 SMEs in Nigeria – 
a figure that has increased in recent years.

As states navigate their way through this 
pandemic and devise strategies to survive the 
post-COVID-19 era, we appreciate the efforts of 
the Kwara state government who have been 
proactive in their actions since the inception of 
this virus. It is in this spirit of proactivity that we 
at Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative 
are recommending a policy statement that we 
believe will aid the course of achieving sustain-
ability in the state in the post-COVID-29 era.

The document, which has been submitted to the 
state government, contains our comprehensive 
proposition for the government to implement. 
Some of the recommendations include: 
1. Revitalization of the agricultural economy 
with focus on livestock and fish farming develop-
ment which have proven to be very profitable.
2. Introduction of a tax-free system to assist 

SMEs in rebuilding their business and recover 
their losses without having to lay off staffs(condi-
tions must be attached). 
3. Review of the budgetary allocation to 
meet the needs of the current circumstances and 
also cut government spending on non-essen-
tials(special emphasis on reduction of cost of 
governance).
4. Restructuring of the public health sector 
to include schemes like training of Primary 
Health care workers, partnership with donor 
agencies to have PHC in all the wards and digiti-
zation of health records to make it accessible and 
readily available in times of need.
5. Zero interest loan with 6month moratori-
um to SMEs affected by the lockdown to save 
thousands of jobs and boost their economic 
performance which will lead to the creation of 

more jobs. 
6. We also recommend that the Governor 
sets up a 7-man think tank team to review these 
recommendations and chart a way forward to 
rejig the economy and position Kwara state for 
success in the face of an impending global reces-
sion.
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BBI, Other CSOs Advocate 
for health insurance 
activation, price control, 
salary payments to ease 
Covid-19 effect 
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The Brain Builders  International (BBI) and some 
other civil society organization in Kwara State 
have advised the Kwara State Governor Alh. 
AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq on the need to 
activate the Health Insurance Scheme of the 
state by kick starting the enrolment of Kwara 
State citizens into the scheme, as now is the best 
time to take the bold step in ensuring healthy 
Kwara, ***and which can be achieved via the 
insurance initiative and the ‘Kwarans’ as well will 
be willing to patronize the scheme as they have  
all see the reason why health care is very import-
ant as learnt from Covid-19 experience.
It should be recalled that, the Kwara State Gover-
nor Alh. AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq charges the 
CSOs in the state to come up with action plan 
that can help the state from not been affected by 
the coronavirus infection affecting the global 
community, and in response to the call, the Brain

 Builders International (BBI) together with other 
9 CSOs in Kwara State on May 1st 2020 present-
ed an action plan document to the governor for 
his utmost consideration for the betterment of 
the state as a whole. The CSOs suggested 
arrays of way that the state can toll on to achieve 
a robust economy growth and development.
The Brain Builders International (BBI) has before 
now be an advocate of good governance and 
social justice in Kwara State, and has always be 
in the front line of advising the Kwara State 
government in the area of budget presentation 
and implementation, good governance and civic 
education. 
The team of the Civil Society Organizations 
(CSOs) in a letter jointly signed and presented to 
the Kwara State Governor on May 1st 2020, 
advise the government to revisit the lockdown 
policy as the policy is not yet sustainable, and 

may further trigger danger in the state if not 
review*** as quickly as possible. The CSOs 
further advise that, “One of the situations that 
makes life unbearable for citizens is the habitual 
and unchecked hike in the price of food and other 
commodities (in the state). As a result of the 
border closure, wholesalers, retailers, and 
service providers will expected to take such an 
undue advantage to mischievously enrich them-
selves at the detriment of the consumers.”
The CSOs further advise that, the state govern-
ment should ensured prompt payment of 
salaries to the civil servants of the state as there 
are many dependent hanging on their neck, and 
which indicates that, the social security of Kwara 
State will depend on the prompt payment of 
salaries and ease the flow of capital in the 
market economy of the state. In addition, The

Brain Builders International (BBI) and others 
suggested that, their should be central coordina-
tion of palliative packages of the government as 
to ensure even distribution of those palliative, 
while the committee should be an expanded and 
all inclusive one without taking any political 
actions into it.The BBI also added that, there 
should be a good collaboration between the 
government, farmers and market people to make 
sure the state was not left for starvation. This is 
the time to *emphasized and ***enlightened the 
citizens of the state on why there is need for 
agricultural development, and should start from 
respective home in the area of subsistence farm-
ing while government build up a viable master 
plan for the agricultural sector of the state econo-
my. 
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The CSOs also give their advise on the area of 
livestock and fishing farming development, trade 
and industry, job creation, tourism, cost of gover-
nance and some other key recommendations 
that will help the state to remain focused and 
determined during and after the Covid-19. 
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BRAIN BUILDERS 
INTERNATIONAL 
1ST NATIONAL BRIEF ON 
YOUTH GROWTH & 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS
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CALL FOR ARTICLES & PAPERS
THEME:

YOUTH AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS; AN INDICATOR TO 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Brain Builders International, a non-profit organization that focuses on youth develop-
ment and teaching of global goals hereby call for an original and unpublished articles 
or papers from academic researchers, Civil Society Organizations (CSO), stakeholders 

and individual actors for publication on National Development, youth inclusiveness 
and sustainable development goals as the key indicators of national growth.
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Kwara govt rejects NGO’s probe 
into N8bn spent on health sector, 
N2bn on gov’s office, others
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The Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative 
(BBYDI), a Kwara-based non-governmental orga-
nization has threatened legal action against the 
state government following its uncooperative 
stance on providing information regarding its 
fourth quarter budget implementation perfor-
mance.
The BBYDI, empowered by the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act 2011, had in a letter to the Kwara 
State Ministry of Finance and Planning, dated 
February 18, 2020 requested for details on the 
following:
1. Breakdown (line by line) of how 8.889BN was 
spent on the Health Sector during the last quar-
ter of the year.
2. Breakdown of how Governor’s office gulped 
2.451BN.
3. Breakdown of Ministry of Works’ 1.195Bn.
4. Detailed explanation of how Personnel Cost 

(Including the Salaries of Political Office Holders) 
in the 3rd quarter was far higher than the figure 
obtained in the Fourth Quarter report (taking 
into cognizance that Political Office holders such 
as commissioners and SAs were appointed in 
the fourth quarter of 2019).
5. Detailed explanation of total receipts from 
FAAC in the last quarter (October, November 
and December). From the records available to us 
online, we acknowledged 3.5Bn (Oct), 3.5BN 
(Nov) and 3.2BN (Dec) totaling 10.2BN against 
13.161BN quoted in the report. Kindly clarify.
6. We also observed that nothing was provided 
as regards the spending of the Kwara State 
House of Assembly (Capital and Recurrent 
Expenditure). Could they have been taking loans 
to run the affairs of the House or legislative immu-
nity is now effective in Kwara? Kindly explain.
7. We would appreciate if explicit responses are 

given to each of these questions above and 
within 7 days as stipulated in the Freedom of 
Information Act 2011. Kindly note that refusal to 
respond is subject to prosecution under law.
Responding to the query on June 5, 2020, the 
ministry in a letter signed by Idowu Oluwatosin 
Opeyemi, on behalf of the Commissioner, 
Oyeyemi Olasumbo Florence, declined the 
NGO’s request, stating that the information it 
sought was protected from disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act. 
Reacting, the Abideen Olasupo-led BBYDI, in a 
letter by its legal team urged the ministry to 
grant its request within 7 working days or face 
legal action.
The letter read: “We refer to your letter dated 5th 
June, 2020 with reference No: 
F115/S.65/VOL.T2/44 in response to our request 

to the Ministry, via email dated 18th February, 
2020 on the above subject. 
“Respectfully, your letter under reference denied 
our request on the ground that the information 
we requested for are protected from disclosure 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2011 
(“the Act”), without specific reference to any 
provisions of the Act for which our request was 
denied, as required under section 4(b) of the Act.

“Respectfully, however, after a thorough review 
of our request and your letter, viz-a-viz the 
relevant provisions of the Act, we state categori-
cally that all the information we had requested 
for do not fall within the information protected 
from disclosure under the Act.
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“Therefore, we once again appeal to your good offices to grant our 
request as contained in the referenced email, within a period of 7 

working days upon the receipt of this letter.

“TAKE NOTICE that, should the Ministry refuse to grant our request 
despite this appeal, within the above-stipulated ultimatum, we shall 
not hesitate to approach the Federal High Court to seek appropriate 

reliefs against the Ministry, having regards to Sections 2 (6), 20 and 25 
of the Act.”

Signed.
Olasupo Abideen Opeyemi

Executive Director
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FOI Request: NGO Threatens To 
Sue Kwara Govt Over Refusal To 
Release Documents
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An Ilorin based civil society organization, Brain 
builders Youth Development Initiative have 
threatened to institute legal action against the 
Kwara State ministry of finance over denial of 
information as guaranteed under the Freedom of 
Information law.
Finance ministry’s refusal letter
This much was disclosed through a letter of 
pre-action notice submitted to the ministry virtu-
ally and physically earlier today, a copy of which 
was obtained by Fresh Insight.
The ministry of finance which had through a 
letter dated June 5th, 2020 and signed by Idowu 
Oluwatosin Opeyemi on behalf of the Commis-
sioner had premised its refusal of the information 
request on the guise that the requested informa-
tion is protected from disclosure under the FOI 
act.
Disagreeing with the refusal however, the civil 

society organization through its letter titled RE: 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST FOR 
DETAILS/BREAKDOWN OF SOME LINE ITEMS 
IN THE FOURTH QUARTER BUDGET IMPLE-
MENTATION PERFORMANCE: PRE-ACTION 
NOTICE and signed by  Abdulazeem Ologuntere 
Esq., the organisation’s head of legal Team insist-
ed the required information isn’t prohibited 
under FOI act as opined by the ministry and 
thereby threatens to seek legal redress.
The letter reads “we refer to your letter dated 5th 
June, 2020 with reference No: 
F115/S.65/VOL.T2/44 in response to our request 
to the Ministry, via email dated 18th February, 
2020 on the above subject.
” Respectfully, your letter under reference denied 
our request on the ground that the information 
we requested for are protected from disclosure 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2011 

(“the Act”), without specific reference to any 
provisions of the Act for which our request was 
denied, as required under section 4(b) of the Act.
“Respectfully, however, after a thorough review 
of our request and your letter, viz-a-viz the 
relevant provisions of the Act, we state categori-
cally that all the information we had requested 
for do not fall within the information protected 
from disclosure under the Act.
” Therefore, we  once again appeal to your good 
offices to grant our request as contained in the 
referenced email, within a period of 7 working 
days upon the receipt of this letter.
“TAKE NOTICE that, should the Ministry refuse 
to grant our request despite this appeal, within 
the above-stipulated ultimatum, we shall not 
hesitate to approach the Federal High Court to 
seek appropriate reliefs against the Ministry, 

having regards to Sections 2 (6), 20 and 25 of 
the Act” it added
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Ending Nigeria's prevalent rape 
culture: A call for a review our 
rape laws by BBYDI
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The recent cases of rape in Nigeria has sparked 
outrage on social media; sending chills down the 
spine of many people. On the 30th of May, 
Uwaila Vera Omozuwa, a 22-year-old, died days 
after she was raped and brutally assaulted in a 
Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG) 
worship centre.
Days later, the police in Jigawa state nabbed a 
57-year-old man and 11 others who had serially 
raped a 12-year-old girl for 2 months. “They hid 
me, repeatedly had sex with me and gave me 
peanuts”, the victim said.
These cases are just two out of many. Nigeria 
has a prevalent rape culture – an inveterate 
streak that has been aided by the failure of the 
criminal justice system in the country. According 
to the Minister of Women Affairs, 2 million Nigeri-
ans are raped yearly. Although this claim has no 
public data to back it up, it is a pointer to the fact 

that Nigeria is a haven of sexual abuse. In 2014, 
a National Survey carried out on Violence 
Against Children in Nigeria reported that one in 
four females experience sexual violence in their 
childhood. In 2017, the Nigerian Bureau of Statis-
tics (NBS) reported 2,279 cases of “rape and 
indecent assault”. 
Globally, Nigeria has one of the highest cases of 
sexual violence. It is difficult to get accurate 
figures because many cases go unreported for 
two primary reasons: victims are silenced or they 
do not dare to speak about it. This is why it is 
important to review the extant laws on rape and 
sexual assaults in Nigeria. These laws have 
remained on paper with many perpetrators 
going scot-free.
Kunle Adebajo expressed this concern when he 
noted that “The real reason rapists are on the 
prowl unchecked is because of our messed crimi-

nal justice and surveillance system”.

Are there laws protecting rape victims?
The laws protecting victims of rape or any sexual 
assault in Nigeria are location-based. The Crimi-
nal Code Act in the Southern States, the Penal 
Code in the North, the Criminal Law of Lagos 
State (only applicable in Lagos State) and the 
Violence Against Persons Prohibition Act which 
is applicable only in Abuja.
All of these laws frown at rape, condemning the 
act in strong terms. However, the problem lies in 
the punishments prescribed and failure to 
uphold them.

Way forward?
Without doubt, there is no better time to initiate 
sustained advocacy for the review of the punish-

ment section for rape in Nigeria. More stringent 
punishments like castration and life imprison-
ment should be recommended. Due to the nature 
and sensitivity of the crime, a special court 
should be created for trying rape to afford the 
victims some sort of privacy to express them-
selves.
After the case is tried, the meting out of punish-
ment on the offender should be made a public 
affair to serve as deterrence to the public. The 
review of our criminal justice system is necessary 
to renew the confidence and hope of the citizens 
that justice would be gotten when sought.

This Article is from Brain Builders Youth Develop-
ment Initiative. We are lending our voice and 
championing the #ReviewOurRapeLaws advoca-
cy
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BBYDI celebrates Democracy 
with Nigerian
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We are looking into the future with the hope that the labour of our 
heroes shall not be in vain...

Happy Democracy Day! #DemocracyDay2020
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BBYDI seeks for explanation on 
budget expenditure from Kwara 
government
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Here are questions begging for answers; the reconciliation of numbers, 
efficiency of management, and misrepresentation of numbers. We 

hope answers are provided in due course. The people are watching...
#BudgetAnalysis #2020FirstQuarterReport 

#TransparencyAndAccountability
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2019/2020 Budget – Kwara govt 
performs low on public trust, 
implementation



03
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The Brain Builders Youth Development Initiative 
(BBYDI), a non-governmental organization that 
focuses on good governance and transparency, 
has urged the Kwara State government to go the 
extra length in restoring public trust and ensur-
ing a performance-oriented budgeting process 
in the state.
In a Flash Report released by the BBYDI, titled 
“Reconstructing Processes and Repositioning 
People for Budget Estimates and Implementa-
tions towards Sustainable Inclusive Growth in 
Kwara State”, the group observed a lack of public 
confidence in the state’s budget process and 
implementation, particularly in Q1-Q4, 2019 and 
Q1 2020.
The study averred that a trending analysis of the 
state government’s attempt to generate revenue 
from Q1, 2019 to Q1, 2020 shows that Kwara’s 
main source of revenue was statutory allocation 

from the Federal Government.This, according to 
the report, has made the state’s economy tied to 
the vagaries of the oil prices, hence incapable of 
survival without the handouts from the national 
government.
The report also indicated an uncoordinated and 
insufficient approach to raising revenue from 
within the state. It posited that there was no 
steady growth of the funds that accrued to the 
state from the IGR.
“There was a rise between revenue generated 
from Q1, 2019 from N6.2 billion to N9.8 billion in 
Q2. However, there was a revenue drop to N7.9 
billion in Q3, 2019 followed by further descent to 
N6.6 billion in Q4, 2019. The rise of the revenue 
by less than N1 billion in Q1, 2020 highlights the 
government’s poor performance in engineering a 
continuous growth from its internally generated 
revenue even with Value Added Tax”, it stated.

The report discerned a continuous mismatch 
between budget policy thrust and objectives 
from the former administration of Governor 
AbdulFatai Ahmed and the incumbent adminis-
tration of Governor AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq.

The study, which factored in a change of govern-
ment in 2019 did a comparative analysis of 
budget performance of the two administrations. 
It concluded that “there was a measured 
restraint to deploy resources on capital expendi-
ture when compared with recurrent expenses. 
We sincerely appreciate our team of Analyst and 
Graphical Solution Volunteers (Mr. Mutiu Iyanda, 
Mr. Rasheed Adebiyi and Mr. Lukman Adeoti).”
In its recommendations, the Abideen Olasu-
po-led BBYDI suggested expansion of revenue 
bases, diversification of the state’s economy as

well as engagement of the right personnel to 
drive the budget processes of the state from 
conception to implementation and monitoring.
It added, “There is also a suggestion that leakag-
es must be blocked if the state government must 
be weaned from the handouts coming from the 
federation accounts.
“There should be more focus on human capital 
development with improved spending on educa-
tion, entrepreneurship, empowerment and social 
protection programmes.
“These measures would not only go a long way 
to ensure a match between budget provision and 
policy thrusts/objective but also restore public 
trust in the government budget processes that 
would facilitate a sustainable delivery of 
socio-economic benefits to the populace.”
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BBYDI celebrates sickle cell 
awareness day with the rest of 
the world
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Here’s another opportunity to lend a voice on the reality that Sickle 
Cell Anaemia is. It’s not just real, it claims lives. Know that it’s avoid

able, if only you know the genotype of your significant other. 
#knowyourgenotype #endsciklecellanemeia 

#WorldSickleCellDay2020
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Brain Builders Youth 
Development Initiative say no to 
rape in one voice! 
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We all at Brain Builders Youth Development 
Initiative say no to rape in one voice! 

Say no to rape and don’t be an apologist!  
#NoToRape #JusticeForVictims
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Brain Builders Youth 
Development Initiative 
celebrates Fathers Day with 
Fathers
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“A father is neither an anchor to hold us back nor a 
sail to take us there but a guiding light whose love 

shows us the way”. 
As we celebrate Father’s Day today, we plead with 

fathers not to forget the responsibility of raising 
sons that would make this place a little better!
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